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Fig. 1.—The Contra Cosla on Her Trial Trip

Side-Wheel Car Ferry Contra Costa

Details of Design and Constriiction of Largest

Side=Wheel Train

Ferry in the

World

BY EDWARD W, OLIN

The Southern Pacific Railroad Company recently placed
in service the new side-wheel car ferrv steamer Contra
Costa, which is probally the largest car ferry of her type
in the world. She was especially designed to carry
freight and passenger trains across the Carquinez Straits
between Port Costa and Denicia, Cal. which lie on the
company's trans-continental lines.

The steamer is of the rsllowing dimensions:

Length overall ............. 433 feet 4 inches
Length over transoms....... 420 Teet
\Width over guards.......... 116 feet
Beam, molded ............. 66 feet 6 inches
Depth, molded ........ bt 19 feet 3 inches
P libed el bt e S 5 feet 10 inches
Light displacement ....... .3.400 tons

While a brief description of the Contra Costa appeared

i1 the November issue of INTErNaTioNar Aarine lix-
GINEERING, 1t 15 the intention of this article to give a
more detailed account of her design and construction. as
several inquiries concerning her have already been made.
testifving to a more than local interest in this boar.

The boat 1s constructed entirelv of Oregon pine at an
approximate cost of 3300,000 (£82.300) and is to relicve
the old steamer Solano. which has been in almost con-
tinuous service sinze 1879. Until the completion of the
Contra Costa the Solune was regarded as the largest car
terry in the world. being exceeded in length by the new
ferrvy by only 13 feet.

The service for which she is intended is unusuallv
severe, making an average of 46 trips with trains every
24 hours. No especial rules are observed in loading or
unloading trains other than to load the first traig on the

Fig. 2.‘. "The Contra Cosla Rcac’zy for Launching oy

Note that the boat -is side hauled about 100 feet into a Crandall marine railway from which she was launched. Nineteen minutes were

required to side haul the boat.
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