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ROBERT LARDIN FULTON
By DR. HERBERT WYNFORD HILL

JLVOBERT L. FULTON was born at Ashland, Ohio,
March 6, 1847 °f Scotch-Irish ancestry. He re'
ceived his education in the common schools of tha
State and in the University of life. Gifted with
keen powers of observation and impelled by a
vivid intellectual curiosity, until the day of his
death he sought learning covering a wide range of
subjects. This learning ripening into wisdom he
applied to the tasks set him by necessity and to
the larger task of upbuilding his beloved West.

At an early age he decided upon a business ca-
reer, and after a short period as clerk in a store he
entered the service of the Erie Railroad as a tele'
graph operator. In this field he advanced rapidly to
the position of conductor. At this time a group of
farseeing men had started the construction of a rail'
road to the Pacific Ocean. He saw here a splendid
opportunity and hastened to volunteer his services.
He was given a position as train dispatcher, a posi'
tion he held until the completion of the road.
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XII EPIC OF THE OVERLAID

When the road was finished he accepted a posi-
tion with the company as land agent. In this capac-
ity he had in his charge the examination and settle-
ment of the railroad lands from Colfax to Ogden.
Here was the work for which he was preeminently
fitted and he went to work with a will. He pub-
lished a newspaper for a number of years, he de-
livered addresses throughout the State and before
societies and associations, and he wrote many ar-
ticles setting forth the advantages of the West.
The best known of his articles was the one pub-
lished in the New York Tribune, under the title,
"Eloquent Plea—Nevada Only Assailed by Ig-
norance." But his work was not merely the adver-
tising of the State. He helped in reclamation
projects large and small, encouraged better farm-
ing methods, and vigorously supported the ex-
tension of educational privileges.

He took an active part in the political affairs of
the State particularly where moral issues were con-
cerned. In 1889 he led the fight against the Louis-
iana Lottery Bill which had been passed by the
Legislature, and succeeded in getting it voted
down by the people. Again when the same bill
came up in 1901 he led the fight to a successful
finish. Later he took a prominent part in the pass-
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ing of the measure prohibiting all percentage
games in the state.

For forty-five years his fortunes were closely
bound up with the fortunes of Nevada. His
wide experience, his richly stored memory and
inimitable gift for expression made him a domi-
nant figure wherever he went. In a review of the
life and character of Robert Fulton the outstand-
ing feature is his splendid personality. This per-
sonality impressed itself in a thousand ways upon
his intimate friends and the State at large. He will
long be remembered as a public spirited citizen,
shaper of the destinies of the Commonwealth, and
delightful friend.



FOREWORD

I N THE year eighteen hundred and sixty-eight I
made my way to the Far West where two great
armies of men were engaged in building the first
Ovetland Railroad through the Rocky Mountains
and across the Salt Lake Desert. They were driv-
ing ahead with all possible speed, one east from
California, the other west from the Missouri
River, each one trying to lay as many miles of
track as possible before their rails should meet.

The history of this great enterprise has been
written so often and so well that the most any
one can hope to do at this late day is to throw
side-lights upon the times or upon individuals, but
even these are too precious to be lost.

No attempt will be made by me to supplant or
discredit any of the accounts already current, nor
to make a complete historical record. Rather will
I endeavor to rescue from the scrap heap materials
hitherto unpublished, and to preserve personal
reminiscences more or less pertinent. Coming to
the new West at its magic hour I spent the excit-
ing years of construction in the Union Pacific ser-
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vice, crossing to the Pacific side when the heroics
ended and the daily, dull routine began, and serving
with the Central in California, Nevada, and Utah
until the weight of years retired me to the Vet-
eran Corps. Too late to rank with the pioneers I
arrived in the height of their activities early
enough to know them and to have a share in their
work. I had been thrown into the mill about the
time when I should have entered high school and
had been telegraph operator, station agent, brake-
man, conductor, and train dispatcher before I could
vote, and in the new field I fell naturally into my
place in the ranks, soon being in position to know
everybody and see everything.

It would be almost impossible for this genera-
tion to picture the Western America of the days
just preceding the civil war, the period when the
agitation for an Overland railroad began. It was an
open, empty, undeveloped empire, without an or-
ganised state or a mile of railroad, and with hardly
a permanent settlement outside of the Mormon
Church, between Iowa and California. Nebraska
Territory stretched from the Missouri River to
Utah with a scanty population scattered along its
eastern border. Dakota and Washington extended
from the head-waters of the Mississippi to the
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The Pacific Railroad was mentioned as in a class
with the flying machine, perpetual motion, and a
trip to the moon until in the year 1836 John
Plumbe, a civil engineer of Dubuque, Iowa, called
a public meeting to consider the subject and it was
never again entirely lost sight of. All through the
next decade, A. C. Whitney, a tea merchant who
had lived many years in China agitated the ques-
tion, making many suggestions of more or less
merit, one of which was that Congress donate
seventy-eight million acres of public land. Another
party asked for a bonus of a hundred million dol-
lars, another for a right of way ten miles wide, the
railroad to be built through the center, and still
another for a right of way one mile wide with
money to build the road.

The first practical measure was the bill of Sena-
tor Salmon P. Chase of Ohio, passed in 1853,
making an appropriation for the examination of
three different routes under the direction of the
Secretary of War, who at the time happened to be
Jefferson Davis, afterwards President of the South-
ern Confederacy. About this time the government
paid Mexico ten million dollars for the Gadsen
Purchase, a tract of land along the southern bor-
der of Arizona, giving the United States a route
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to California entirely within her own borders,
open winter and summer. Secretary Davis was a
violent partisan of the Southern Route as against
one farther north. His enemies have charged that
he foresaw the civil war and conceived the idea
that a railroad to the Pacific Coast would unite
California with the South in case a conflict came
about. He imported a cargo of camels with their
dragomen to hurry the surveys across the Arizona
deserts. Many of them died while others scattered
out, some of them reaching the mines where they
were used to pack wood from the hills, or hay from
the ranches. A caravan of camels each with a hay-
stack on its back created havoc among the big
mule teams whenever they met on the grades, so
the council of Virginia City, Nevada, passed a
law that no camel train should come into town by
daylight.

It is significant that with all the surveys made
by the war department no mention was made of
the great central route which offered by far the
shortest and cheapest line. It was found by the
buffalo eons ago, used by the Indians for centuries,
by the Mormons, and later by the thousands of
trains of California and Oregon pioneers. It was
the great Platte Valley-Salt Lake Trail, on or near
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which the first Overland railroad was built and
which promises to be forever the principal high'
way across the continent. The persistence of two
determined men, Judah of the Pacific Coast and
Dodge of Iowa, demonstrated its superiority and
secured its adoption.



THE CENTRAL PACIFIC

X HE CENTRAL PACIFIC was first in the field by
two years, and had built thirty-eight miles of
road, with trains running to Newcastle before the
Union Pacific laid a rail.

Theodore D. Judah, a Connecticut Yankee, son
of an Episcopal minister, made the very first move.
He had come West in the year 1854 to act as con-
struction engineer for L. L. and J. F. Robinson,
who were engaged in building the first railroad in
California, the Sacramento Valley. This was com-
pleted to Folsom on February 3,1856, after which,
and before the Overland railroad was seriously
thought of, Judah had projected schemes, running
lines here and there in the endeavor to arrive at
something tangible.

The idea of a transcontinental railroad began to
take form when he called a meeting to be held at
the St. George Hotel in Sacramento. It was at-
tended by A. P. Catlin, his attorney, Charles
Marsh of Nevada City, B. F. Leete, one of Judah's
surveyors, Robinson brothers, and a few others
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whom he had urged to be present, but nothing
came of it.

In the year 1859 Dr. D. W. Strong of Dutch
Flat in Placer County began a search for a possible
wagon road across the summit, with a view to
diverting some of the Overland travel from the
older routes and bringing it through his home
town. He soon found that there was a natural
grade down a continuous ridge all the way from
the Summit to the Sacramento Valley just where
it was needed to serve his purpose.

About this time he heard of Judah, who was
surveying in the Tehachapi country in search of
a pass for a railroad. Dr. Strong sent word to him
at once that he believed he knew such a pass,
whereupon Judah took the stage for Dutch Flat to
investigate. On his arrival the two men started up
the trail on horseback with no road except the track
made by the Donner party a dosen years before,
which they followed to the summit.

When he met Dr. Strong and began the agi-
tation for a through railroad to the East the Rob-
insons objected and terminated Judah's connection
with their road. However he kept up his study of
the mountains, searching for the best pass through
which he might reach the Nevada State Line and
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the open desert beyond. He had a light wagon
drawn by one horse, an aneroid barometer, a
compass and an odometer. Thus equipped he
crossed and recrossed the Sierra Nevada Moun-
tains twenty-three times on foot, on horseback, or
with his little one-horse wagon.

By the time the surveys had reached a stage
that showed a feasible route Judah became ob-
sessed with the idea of an Overland railroad which
grew upon him to the exclusion of everything else.
Leete says he was sure to go to Washington every
time Congress met if he had money enough to pay
his fare, talking "Overland" all the way over and
back to every one who would listen.

He prevailed upon the Legislature of California
to call a convention to meet in September, 1859,
to be composed of delegates from Oregon, Arizona,
Nevada, and California to discuss the Overland
Railroad question. Nothing came of it so it ad-
journed to meet again in February, i860. Hunting-
ton attended the convention but said nothing.
After another meeting he called Judah in and said
to him, "You first must have funds to demonstrate
the merits of your scheme and lay a substantial
foundation, then the public will support it suffi-
pently to bring appropriations or bounties from
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state, national, county and city bodies as well as
private capital." Huntington offered to secure a
fund of thirty-five thousand dollars from seven
men to enable Judah to make a survey over the
mountains to the Nevada State Line. The men he
mentioned were himself, Mark Hopkins, Charles
Marsh, James Bailey, Lewis A. Booth, Charles
Crocker, and Governor Stanford. With this sub-
stantial encouragement Judah, on June 27th, 1861,
incorporated "The Central Pacific Company of
California," with Leland Stanford as President;
C. P. Huntington, Vice President; Mark Hopkins,
Treasurer; James Bailey, Secretary; T. D. Judah,
Chief Engineer; with Charles Crocker, D. W.
Strong, Charles Marsh, and L. A. Booth as the
other four directors. James Bailey, a jeweler in
Sacramento, was the richest man of the whole
party and it was he who had financed Judah up
to that time. Marsh lived in Nevada City where
he had interests in mines and water companies.
Lew Booth, who had a large grocery store on
J Street, Sacramento, was a cousin of Newton
Booth, afterwards Governor of California, and
United States Senator. Dr. Strong practiced medi-
cine over a widely extended mining region in the
mountains.
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Judah sailed from Sacramento on October 10,
1861, for the city of Washington to secure govern'
ment aid for the proposed railroad, taking James
Bailey with him. He spent the winter and spring
actively canvassing for the support of Congress
and the administration. He was successful beyond
his fondest hopes and telegraphed to his associates
in Sacramento, "We have drawn the elephant;
now let us see if we can harness him up." He re'
ferred to the fact that on July 1, 1862, President
Lincoln had signed a bill creating the Union Pa'
cific Railroad Company, to build a railroad and
telegraph line from the Missouri River to the
west line of the State of Nevada; and the Central
Pacific Railroad of California, to build from the
head of navigation on the Sacramento River to the
eastern boundary of the State, where they were to
meet, on or before the end of the year 1874. A
subsidy of ten sections of land and of bonds to the
amount of sixteen thousand dollars to the mile
was granted.

Returning to California in August, 1862, with
this, as he termed it, unexpectedly favorable bill
Judah went immediately to work making careful
surveys for the road. And now in this year of
grace, 1920, the sole survivor of this party is Ben'


