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PREFACE

The Psalmist has written that ¢ the days of man are three
score and ten,” and yet the cases are numerous where the Master
has permitted, for His own good reasons, the extension of in-
dividual lives far beyond this period, and it is with a heart filled
with gratitude and love, I acknowledge His mercies, protection,
and loving kindness vouchsafed throughout my long and varied
life. Tt has ever been a great pleasure to me, from time to time,
to dwell upon the pleasant relations I have ever maintained with
my kinspeople, and to observe with much gratification how the
younger generations have followed in the footsteps of their pred-
ecessors.

Being the youngest of a large family of children, it has been
my privilege to enjoy association with an unusually large num-
ber of nephews, nieces, grand nephews and grand nieces, even to
the third generation, and to watch, with pride and pleasure, the
development of certain hereditary characteristics which have
seemed to me to have directly and positively descended from our
Hewes ancestry.

My father, Col. Joel Hewes of Lynnfield, was a man of intense
energy, with whom to think was to act; who knew not the word de-
feat; and who to the day of his death, which occurred at the early
age of forty-one years, was ever positively and prominently in-
terested in the daily occurrences and duties of life.

This same indomitable will, fixity of purpose, and activity of
mind and body, existed in his brothers and sisters, naturally in
some more than in others, but there were the same general phys-
ical and mental characteristics affecting the whole generation.
Among the cousins, all of whom have now “ passed on,” appeared
these factors of intensity of purpose, marked ability, triumph
over difficulties, ignoring of seeming discouragements, and the in-
herent faculty, to use a colloquialism, of “ making good,” the few
exceptions merely proving the rule.

The records of the descendants of Joel Hewes evidence a deep
religious feeling influencing the entire family. With my father

and his brothers and sisters, religious faith, the church and its
xi
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work, were embodied in their nature and life work, and acknowl-
edged duties willingly, promptly, lovingly, performed. And
while they were successful in the accumulation of worldly wealth
and success, no sacrifice of faith or honor marked the same, their
prevailing thought ever being, in advancing their own-prosperity,
to do so without hardship, loss or detriment to others.

Our family generations, from the time of Joshua Hewes, the
founder of the family, show these stable and honorable features.
As these records will show, while never seeking to be in the fore-
ground, in the early history of this country he made his influence
for practical good felt in a manner which will be remembered
throughout all time. And as to his personal nobility and sense
of honor, could there be a more striking proof than the sacrifice
of his own welfare to aid his uncle Joshua Foot? Of him his
posterity can be pardonably proud. As Shakespeare writes:

“His life was gentle,
And the elements so mixed in him
That nature might say to all the world
This was a man.”

Philosophers assert that the worth of a family largely depends
upon the women who are the mothers of the race, as through
them are introduced new strains of blood which may weaken,
modify, or strengthen, the main family characteristics. In look-
ing back over our record it is evident that the women of those
representative New England families into which the males of our
line have married, have nobly contributed to perpetuate and
strengthen the traits I have mentioned as having come under my
own observation in the last three to five generations, and without
arrogance we have reason to take a pardonable pride in our New
England ancestry.

With such a heritage, and such a record, the sacred duty rests
upon all descendants to keep this strain of honor, integrity, phys-
ical and spiritual health pure and undefiled. Let the characteris-
tics of the men and women of our lineage in the past be the test
for the husbands and wives of our family in the future, and in this
way preserve for all time to come the same traits of patriotism,
religious dependence, physical and mental ability which makes
families and individuals honored and useful in their lives, and
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transmitting to their posterity a priceless heritage when, their
work well done, they pass on to the land of the hereafter.

This volume I design as a memorial to my parents, and to many
of my kinspeople who have always been near and dear to me. If
in some parts it seems too personal, it is for the reason stated.

In formulating my plans for this work, and in the execution of
those plans, I have been aided by several persons to whom I feel
under many obligations. To those relatives who have so kindly
seconded my endeavors to preserve the records of our ancestry for
posterity, I am under especial obligation. There are some whom
I would like to mention by name; one or two who have particularly
contributed toward the success of this memorial, in the publication
of which I have felt such a keen interest. I also wish to men-
tion the generosity of Mr. Horace G. Hewes in placing at my dis-
posal all that he had gathered concerning his ancestor, that stren-
uous. patriot, Robert Twelve Hewes, and of the kindness of Mr.
Dexter H. Walker, whose collections pertaining to Joseph Hewes,
a signer of the Declaration of Independence, were also placed at,
my disposal. I have always felt that Joseph Hewes’ ancestor,
William Hewes; George Robert Twelve Hewes’ ancestor, George
Hewes, and my own ancestor, Joshua Hewes, were probably kins-
men. I am much gratified to discover that Mr. Putnam, while he
very properly adheres strictly to what the records tell us, has a
similar leaning, and that he thinks that not only were Joshua and
George Hewes near kinsmen, but that William Hewes was of the
same stock as my ancestor.

The material for the book has been chiefly collected by Mr.
Eben Putnam, or under his direction, was arranged by him, and
except where credit is given to others, is his work.

Anapauma Ranch.

Orange, California.

Davip Hewes
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DAVID HEWES
AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY

I was the fifth and with the exception of a younger brother,
Caleb, who died in infancy, the youngest son of Col. Joel
Hewes. The death of my father in 1827 left my mother with
the care of a family of eight children, of whom the eldest was
nineteen, and the youngest three years of age. Every Sunday
afternoon, before evening service, it was the custom to call the
children into the long family room where, seated on a bench, we
were taught the catechism by our mother, and every morning we
all united in family worship.

My mother had the improvement of her husband’s estate as
long as she remained a widow, in consideration of her support
and education of the children during their minority. Two years
after the death of her husband, Mrs. Hewes married, 19 April,
1829, Oliver Swain. Mr. Swain leased the Hewes farm until
1832, when he removed with his wife and the younger children to
the Swain place near by. I was then ten years of age; old enough
in the opinion of Mr. Swain (following the custom of that time)
to be set at tasks about the farm, which would bring ample com-
pensation for my maintenance. Association with my step-
father impressed me with the importance of work and industry; I
was obliged to rise early and perform work which was equal to
two-thirds the work of a man. The Swain farm comprised 25
acres, chiefly heavy peat land.! Mr. Swain’s position in the com-
munity was excellent; he was justly considered a man of worth,
and his attendance upon church was limited only by the facilities
afforded. On the Sabbath, when possible he attended service
twice and even three times.

The children attended school at the Three Corners, near the
Hewes farm, and my earliest recollections of my teachers are of
the pleasantest. Miss Mary Ann Tucker, the first teacher I

1A field opposite the house was entirely cleared of boulders and large
stones through the efforts of David Hewes, and is to-day a monument of his

industry. — [ Epiror.]
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226 DAVID HEWES

remember, was succeeded by a Miss Richardson, who in turn was
succeeded by William Rhodes of Lynn ; a young man, who boarded
in the family. The scholars were drilled in the multiplication
table, fractions and “ The Rule of Three”; were instructed in
reading, spelling and writing, and taught the Ten Commandments
and the Lord’s Prayer. Before and after school the chores were
done. At that time it was the custom to improve the long
evening hours of winter in some gainful occupation, in which I
had my part.

When about 14 years old I was given a small remunera-
tion by Mr. Swain, and a holiday all my own. I did not spend
this money foolishly, but the morning I received it I walked 12 or
14 miles to Lowell to visit Gustavus, Fellows and George Tapley
(my favorite cousins), and while at Lowell, I hired a horse and
chaise, to go to Deerfield, N. H. (25 miles), to visit my favorite
school teacher, Miss Mary Ann Tucker.?

Soon after the marriage of Mrs. Hewes to Mr. Swain, her
brother-in-law (Joshua Hewes) of Lynnfield, was appointed
guardian for the five younger children; Mary Ann, Ruthe,
Charles Wesley, David, and Lucy Ann, as well as Aaron T.,
who then had reached the age of 19. The elder brother, Joel,
had attained his majority, the elder sister had married. The
appointment of Joshua Hewes as guardian, was dated Nov. 15,
1831, and his inventory of the estate of his wards showed that
each was entitled to a one-eighth interest in the land at Lynn-
field, consisting of 25 acres and the buildings thereon, and a
similar interest in a lot of wood-land, near the other, a pasture
of 30 acres, and 8 acres of peat meadow. KEach child’s portion
was inventoried at $198.12 1-2. At the age of fourteen years,
I was “bound out” by my uncle and guardian, Joshua
Hewes, to my brother-in-law, Benjamin Cox, Jr., who four years
previously had married Mary Ann Hewes. According to articles
of indenture, I was to receive $30 a year for clothing, board and
lodging, and six weeks’ schooling each year in return for my serv-
ices until I was seventeen and one-half years old, when I was
to receive my freedom. The last year of my apprenticeship, Mr.
Cox gave me 12 weeks’ schooling, in recognition of my faithful-

2 Miss Tucker thought as much of the pupil, as the latter of his teacher.

Mr. Hewes has in his possession, with other cherished mementoes, a letter
written by Miss Tucker, the “first letter he ever received from a lady.”
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ness. During these years of my apprenticeship I had attended
school at Lynnfield Centre, and my associations at the Centre led
me to realize the value of, and to desire a higher and better educa-
tion than it was possible to obtain in Lynnfield schools. At the
end of my apprenticeship I had saved $15 from my clothing al-
lowance. With this, and having agreed to work for my brother-
in-law for board and tuition, I entered West Reading Academy,
an institution of high local reputation, then conducted by Master
John Batcheldor. For two years this arrangement was in
vogue; certain hours before and after school being devoted to
the farm work. West Reading Academy was two and one-half
miles from the Cox farm. Although I was prepared for Phillips
Academy at Andover, after consultation with my brother, I ac-
cepted an offer made me by Mr. Allen Rowe, a prosperous mer-
chant and shoe manufacturer of Stoneham, to become his clerk. I
remained with Mr. Rowe four years. Mr. Rowe took consider-
able interest in his new clerk, and through his good advice I was
able to accumulate a little money from trading ventures in con-
nection with my duties at the store. My compensation as clerk
during the first two years was $12.50 a month, with board. This
was afterward raised to $16, and at this rate I remained for two
years longer, until I was of age. My life at Stoneham was busy
and eventful. Mr. Rowe was a man of noble characteristics, a
type of the successful, honorable merchant of his day, and my as-
sociation with him did much to mould my future life as a business
man. During the four years I was in his employ I had but
limited opportunities for study, as my duties at the store de-
manded my attention from early morning until late in the evening.
The young men had organized a debating club, and of this I was
elected president. Questions of the day were debated in open
meetings to which the citizens of the town were invited. Sin-
gularly enough, as it seems to me now, the great question before
the country at that time was the Tariff. As a Club we subscribed
for the leading papers and magazines in the country, which
treated of topics of national interest. The views presented by
Horace Greeley in the New York T'ribune were especially inter-
esting to me, and were as true then as they are now. I well re-
member studying the tariff question between the hours of ten and
twelve, at night, after being released from my duties in the store.
I remember my enthusiasm in the Whig campaign, which took
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place while I was attending the Academy at Reading, and I
greatly enjoyed singing with my companions such campaign
songs as extolled Gen. Harrison, our candidate for president,
and who was called the *“ National Hero,” as he was the hero of
the battle of Tippecanoe. There are few people even at the pres-
ent day who are not familiar with the refrain “ Tippecanoe and
Tyler too.” As my judgment matured I found myself even more
strongly inclined to the Whig party, in the doctrines of which
party I took as deep an interest at that time as I ever have since.

While with Mr. Rowe I had one week vacation each year,
which I spent with my brother Charles, then a student at Brown
University. I realized plainly the need and the object of a
higher education than accorded by the limited school facilities
I had so far enjoyed. Therefore I followed the advice of my
brother Charles: to leave the store in which I worked, prepare
for college, and get a college education, as I would then be better
fitted to enter business life. Believing his advice to be wise and
good, I left the store and entered the English Department of
Phillips Academy at Andover in 1844, and was graduated in 1847.
I look back to my preceptor, Samuel H. Taylor, a noted educator
of young men, as a guiding star, whose grand influence went
with me and helped form my character and stimulated me through
life. His influence was supplemented by Theodore Woolsey, one
of the noblest of Yale’s presidents.

In order to meet my expenses at Andover I undertook part of
the care of the buildings of the Abbott Female Seminary, where
I was engaged on Wednesday and Saturday afternoons as care-
taker. During vacation I sawed wood for the boarding house,
but always succeeded in obtaining a week’s visit to my mother in
Lynnfield.

I recall vividly the faces cf many of my classmates and fellow
students at Andover. Among them were L. P. Fisher, later of
San Francisco, Edward Buck, James Austin Gallup, and Charles
W. Kendall, later a congressman from Maine, all of whom were
later at Yale, George E. Jackson, Peter S. Byers, the class fa-
vorite, George O. Shattuck, Edwin B. Trumbull, Benjamin W.
Harris. Another was Rev. George A. Moors, who later came to
California.®

3 Rev. George A. Moors was pastor of the Congregational church at South
Andover, his native place. Subsequently he was pastor of the First Con-
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In 1845 or 1846, with other students * I organized a Sabbath
school on the Andover side of the river. We met in a school-
house. Soon after this we organized a Sabbath school on the
opposite or Methuen side of the river, also meeting in a school-
house, and this was the first Sabbath school organized within
the present limits of the City of Lawrence. When the church
was organized of which Mr. Lyman Whiting became pastor, the
Sabbath school was transferred to that church, which erected an
edifice, and which is now the Lawrence Street Congregational
church. Forty-six years after, in 1893, I had the satisfaction of
attending service in this church, which awakened most pleasant
memories concerning those who were connected with the Sabbath
school and church in those by-gone years.

A little record book containing the names of the children who
attended our Sabbath school, and other matters of interest, was
long in my possession, but which in the many vicissitudes to which
my private effects were subjected, disappeared.

As the day drew near when our class was to graduate, I was ap-
pointed a committee to procure the music, and proceeded to Bos-
ton where I secured a band for commencement. At commence-
ment I had a part;® and being now prepared was admitted to
Yale.

While at Andover I became a member of both the Literary So-
cieties of the English Department where questions pertinent to
the times, both religious and social, were debated.

Prof. Smith of Andover, who had traveled in Europe, deliv-
ered lectures to us telling about Jerusalem, and I do not think
any man ever inspired us more to travel than did this man.

gregational church of Oakland, Calif. He was appointed a professor in the
Presbyterian Theological Seminary at Berkeley. He died in Berkeley.

4+ While examining letters and papers in Mr. Hewes’ possession, some
dating from 1844, there was discovered a report on the condition of a
library, evidently the property and especial care of a body of the students.
This report shows how earnestly and conscientiously the librarian, David
Hewes, had conducted his duties.—[EpiTor.]

5 The records of Phillips Academy show that David Hewes was a member
of the Teachers’ Seminary in the spring of 1844, and was admitted to the
Classical Department of Phillips Academy 5 Sept., 1844; that he graduated
3 Aug., 1847, with a part on the Commencement programme entitled * Des-
cussion: Does the Spirit of the Present Age Indicate a Moral Revolution?”
The participants were David Hewes and James A. Gallup.

The records of Yale University show that David Hewes entered Yale 1
Oct., 1847, with the class of 1851, and left in Oct., 1848. He returned
in Oct., 1849, entering the sophomore year of the class of 1852.—[Enrror.]
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I boarded in Commons, while in the English and Latin Depart-
ments. The board, as I well remember, ranged from $1.00 to
$1.25 a week. At the beginning of the term, students would ap-
point a committee to prepare a bill-of-fare, which was after-
ward submitted to the whole body and would be changed to suit
the majority of the students, both as to the quality and cost.

It was probably during the period between my graduation
from Andover and going to Yale, that I was for a short time in
the store of Mr. Work in Wilmington.

On entering Yale I obtained a room on the lower floor of the
old North College.

It was during my course at Yale, being in need of aid to pur-
sue my studies, that during vacation I canvassed for a magazine
called Peter Parley’s Merry Museum. My first experience in
that line of work was in Lowell where I secured one thousand
subscriptions in thirty days, on which I received a 40% com-
mission. I also secured a large number of subscriptions for the
Mother’s Assistant. My classmate, Stewart, later senator from
Nevada, canvassed by my permission in New Haven. At this
day there can be no objection to telling that at that time I be-
came security for him for the purchase of a suit of clothes. A few
years later, while in business in Sacramento, on one Sunday
morning on my way to church I most unexpectedly met my old
classmate. He was in his shirt sleeves with broad-brimmed hat.
Not knowing he was in the country, this meeting proved a pleas-
ant surprise. I invited him to church, but, being a Yale man, he
thought overalls and broken straw hat not a suitable costume in
which to attend divine services, and declined my invitation. I
said, “ Stewart, where did you come from and what are you doing
here?” He replied that he had taken a contract to mow a lot of
hay below Sacramento and had been at work on it. Soon after
he made a venture in a business way. He rented a hall over a
drug store on Front Street opposite the steamboat landing, where
he opened a restaurant. I soon became a patron of his. He
ran this restaurant only a few months, and there I took my
lunches and dinners. I think I was waited on by Stewart him-
self when other waiters were busy. He was a very smart man,
saw daylight from dark quickly. One morning I learned he had
taken a trip up the river, which greatly surprised me. After
several months’ absence he wrote me of his hard experiences
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after leaving Sacramento; of being taken desperately sick and
having only the accommodation of a big oak tree a hundred miles
up the river, where he expected to leave his bones. I next heard
of him in Nevada where he was practicing law, and where he was
soon elected sheriff. Not long after this he married Senator
Foote’s daughter. His political career commenced, and he be-
came associated with William F. Herrin, who has proved that he
learned well his lessons from Stewart, but whom he never out-
stripped.

My success as a canvasser was largely due to the fact that the
mothers of the children had been readers of Peter Parley’s Mu-
seum, when they were children, and the Mother’s Assistunt was
equally as desirable for the mothers as the Museum was for their
children.

I found myself a good canvasser as well as organizer in laying
out my work. I called in the aid of the teachers of the public
schools to recommend it to their pupils, as they were fa-
miliar with its usefulness to children from their own experience.
So this made it easy and pleasant to get subscribers. As solicitor,
I was aided by four years’ experience in a store. From this one
month’s canvassing in Lowell I netted more than $400. I would
say in connection with this that Mr. Samuel G. Goodridge
(author of the Peter Parley’s Museum and Cabinet Library and
other works) himself canvassed from Maine to Georgia. I also
canvassed for the Museum during my vacation at Yale.

Mr. Goodridge having completed a long tour in Europe with
his son — on his return having learned about me through his
manager of the Merry Museum and Cabinet Library —sent for
me for a conference as to the propriety and possibility of estab-
lishing a new magazine or newspaper, jointly with himself and his
son, and as an inducement offered me $1,500 a year. But as I
had started out to get an education, and did not feel warranted
in making a change, I went back to Yale.

Theodore Woolsey was the president of Yale while I was there.
I remember one of the students had quite a difficulty with one of
the professors, and the faculty took it up, dealing out to the stu-
dent his portion of trouble. At that time the senior class fol-
lowed the custom of burying their friend Euclid, an author not
beloved by all. During this sacred but hilarious ceremony few
wept, and all joined in boisterous song, which caused dogs to bark
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and sedate citizens to raise their windows, in vain attempt to in
timidate the students with rebuke.

The life of the Yale student was mixed with pleasure for the
bright boys, and with groans from the dull ones, who often had
recourse to the student’s * pony,” for relief. It was and still
continues the custom for the classes to have reunions, one of the
class of 52 I attended in 1897. At that time forty-five mem-
bers of a class of ninety were living. The class of 52 was the
most distinguished of any class graduated at Yale, numbering
among its members Rev. J. F. Bingham, D.D., L.L.D., professor
of Greek and of Logic and Metaphysics at Rutgers College, Hon.
William Wallace Crapo, L.L.D., Charles William Curtis, Ephraim
Cutter, M.D., L.L.D., Rev. H. E. Dwight, M.D., D.D., Daniel
Coit Gilman, L.L.D., president of Johns Hopkins University,
Prof. G. E. Jackson, L.L.D., William Preston Johnson, L.L.D.,
president of Louisiana State University and of Tulane University,
Hon. C. W. Kendall, Rev. A. N. Lewis, long secretary of the
class, Lawrence McCully, Justice of the Supreme Court of the
Hawaiian Islands, Prof. W. A. Reynolds, Charles Cotton Salter,
M.A., Homer Baxter Sprague, Ph.D., president of University
of North Dakota, Hon. William Morris Stewart, U. S. S. from
Nevada, Melancthon Storrer, M.D., Charles E. Vanderling, Jus-
tice of the Supreme Court of Minnesota. In 1910 thirteen of
the class are still living. In 1907 a speaker at the class reunion
made the following statement: ¢ From 1800 to 1875 Yale gave
presidents to twenty-five universities. My own class of ’52 has
given presidents to six of the twenty-five. To Yale it gave three
tutors and two professors.”

While at Yale my attention was arrested by the accounts pub-
lished in the Eastern newspapers regarding California, and I was
attracted by the opportunities for making an investment there,
but had no intention of going West. I made an investment in
“ Peter Naylor’s Iron Houses.” Naylor was of New York and
had prepared galvanized iron houses of varying size, from 8 X 10
feet up to 20 X 40 feet, such as were necessary for various kinds
of offices and business. As there was no building material pre-
pared in California at that time and I knew that George Warren
Hewes was going to California, I thought it a desirable oppor-
tunity to invest money, of which I had about $3,000. I went on
to New York, and purchased these galvanized iron houses, which






