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PREFACE

The Psalmist has written that " the days of man are three
score and ten," and yet the cases are numerous where the Master
has permitted, for His own good reasons, the extension of in-
dividual lives far beyond this period, and it is with a heart filled
with gratitude and love, I acknowledge His mercies, protection,
and loving kindness vouchsafed throughout my long and varied
life. It has ever been a great pleasure to me, from time to time,
to dwell upon the pleasant relations I have ever maintained with
my kinspeople, and to observe with much gratification how the
younger generations have followed in the footsteps of their pred-
ecessors.

Being the youngest of a large family of children, it has been
my privilege to enjoy association with an unusually large num-
ber of nephews, nieces, grand nephews and grand nieces, even to
the third generation, and to watch, with pride and pleasure, the
development of certain hereditary characteristics which have
seemed to me to have directly and positively descended from our
Hewes ancestry.

My father, Col. Joel Hewes of Lynnfield, was a man of intense
energy, with whom to think was to act; who knew not the word de-
feat ; and who to the day of his death, which occurred at the early
age of forty-one years, was ever positively and prominently in-
terested in the daily occurrences and duties of life.

This same indomitable will, fixity of purpose, and activity of
mind and body, existed in his brothers and sisters, naturally in
some more than in others, but there were the same general phys-
ical and mental characteristics affecting the whole generation.
Among the cousins, all of whom have now " passed on," appeared
these factors of intensity of purpose, marked ability, triumph
over difficulties, ignoring of seeming discouragements, and the in-
herent faculty, to use a colloquialism, of " making good," the few
exceptions merely proving the rule.

The records of the descendants of Joel Hewes evidence a deep
religious feeling influencing the entire family. With my father
and his brothers and sisters, religious faith, the church and its


