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JUDAH RECOMMENBED THE ROUTE.

I am certain that he pever told Mr. Robinson, or any other
person, that the route del¢dted by this Company for their rail-
road “was a hopeless’ong;” or that he “opposed the location as
it now exists,” for M¥, Judah was a truthful man, and such a
statement would ftave been a falsehood. Mr. Judah, never op-
posed the route._ as located, but aliways reccommended it in the
strongest terms, and it was upon the strength of that recommend-
ation, officially made as our Chief Engineer, that the present

.route was-gelected. And on this point I will say, that there was
no dispepting voice among the Directors in making the location,
nor bavethey, at any time since, entertained the least doubt of
the wisdom of that selection. The location was not made until
afiér a personal examination by scveral of the Directors, of

~.thdt and various other routes mentioned in Mr. Judah’s report.

HIS REPORTS PROVE IT.

In that letter Mr. Robinson endeavors to implicate Mr. Judah
in an attempt to practice one of the basest of frauds. He tells
you that the latter kinew that the route thus selected was im-
Ki'acticable. This charge is made in the face of°the fact, that

r. Judah had published to the world, in various reports over
his own signature, as the Chief Engineer of this Company, in
which he recommends this very route in the strongest terms,
and not content with a mere recommendation, he fully sets
forth its peculiar advantages in wdetail, and the reasons why it
was to be preferred to other routes. '

HIS REASONS GIVEN.

These reasons will be found on pages 10 and 11 of his report
made in October, 1861,.and are as follows:

THH PROMINENT FEATURES OF THIS LINE MAY BE BRIEFLY ENUME-
RATED A8 FOLLOWB :

1st. 1t crosses the Sierra Nevada Mountains, and reaches the
Truckee River, in 123, and State line in 145 miles from
Sacramento.

2d. Big Bend of Truckee, or Humboldt Desert, is reached in

78 miles.

3d. It crosses the State at nearly its narrowest width.

4th. It pursues nearly a direct course from Sacramento to the
Big Bend of Truckee.

5th. It forms a local road for the counties of Sacramento,
Placer and Nevada. '
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boldt crossing, as compared with cost of present pro-
posed line, in thirteen and one half millions of dollars.

26th. Reduces the time of passenger transit to and from Washoe

' to 8% hours. Passengers leaving Virginia station at 5

A M., will reach San Francisco the same ovening.

27th. Saving in cost of transportation of freight to citizens of
Washoe or Nevada Territory, one million of dollars per

ocar.

28th. Affords a market for low-class silver ores (now thrown
agside), for shipment to Europe, from over 3,000 mining
claims.

29th. Is advantageously located for an extension to Oregon.

30th. Completes first western link of Pacific Railroad, over-
.coming its greatest difficulties.

So also in his report of 1863, he sets forth at length the com-
parative merits of the different routes examined by him, and
conclusively establishes the superiority of the route selected.

ROBINSON CHARGES JUDAH WITH FRAUD.

If Mr. Robinson’s statement is true, then Mr. Judah, in mak-
ing this reﬁort, thus recommending that route, was guilty of a
wi%ful falsehood, and gerpetmted a deliberate fraud upon this
Company and the public; and he carried out the fraud, and im-
posed upon the members of Congress and thd National Govern-
ment, in laboring for the passage of the Pacific Railroad Bill,
and using his surveys, maps and profiles for that purpose.

.

HE CHARGES HIM WITH CORRUPTION.

To add still further to the malignancy of his statement, he
charges that Mr. Judah obtained from the Company $100,000
of its bonds, not to expose this, his own villanous fraud. The
statement as thus made virtually refutes itself, for if he had
been guilty of such dedeit, of such a stupendous fraud upon the
Company, upon the Government, and the public, he certainly
would have kept. it secret, for who so interested as himself to
conceal it? Above all, he would never have disclosed it to his

deudliest enemy, or the Company who would be so greatly in-
jured.

THE BASENESS OF THESE CHARGES.

HapEily, Mr. Judah’s character as an Engineer, respecting
which he was peculiarly sensitive, and as a man of integrity,
stands too high to be reached by such infamous assauilts.  His
- friends will read theso charges with astonishment, if they can

be astonished at anything coming from such a source. These
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thorough knowledgo of the fuacts, but Mr. Robinson withoat
that knowledge, and upon very slight information, expreses his
dissatisfaction with the surveys made by this Company, which
include the only thorough instrumental railroad survey ever
madc over the Sierra Nevada mountains to the valleys beyond,
all others being only limited in their extent. He admits the fact
of this survey having boen made, for he says he ¢examined the
stakes along the line,” but he secmws to have been appalled by
the “physical obstacles” to be encountered. - Then let him stand
aside for thoso not so easily frightened. It is not surprising
that one, whose practical railroad experience has been confined
to a road over a level plain, should not be fitted to encounter
rugged rocks and hills.

CHALLENGE MET AND REFUTED.
»

But he goes further, and challenges the production of any
field notes, plans or estimates, upon which Mr. Judah’s reporta
were made. If he means by this to say that there are none,
then he assorts another falsehood. He, of course, writes with-
out any personal knowledge, for he has never stepped foot inside
of our Engineor’s office. But the field notes, maps, plans, sro-
files and estimates, not only of that first survey by Mr. Judah,
but of several other surveys, are there carefully preserved, and
can be examined by any gentleman who may be interested in the
matter. :

FALSE STATEMENTS TO GOV. NYE.
9

In this connection I will state that one of your United Statea
Senators, Gov. Nye, when on his way to Washington, called at
this office and stated that he had been told that this Company
had made no survey over the mountains. It afforded usa great
pleasure to exhibit to him all the original notes of that survey,
with the maps and profiles prepared under Mr. Judah’s direction.
He declared that he was perfectly satisfied, and in strong lan-
guage expressed his contempt for men who could fabricate and
circulate such base falsehoods.

ROBINSON DON'T LIKE THE ESTIMATES.

He also finds fault with Mr. Judah’s estimates of the cost of
the work. The latter had the means of making the estimates,
while the former Anows nothing about it. His main pointis thas
as the road passes overa summit 7,000 feet high, greatly exceed-
ing that of any other railroad in the United States, its cost mnst
be proportionably great. In this he shows his ignorance of en-
gineering. The altitude of the summit affects the grade of a
road, but not necessarily its cost. If the slope of the Sierras
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is equally untrue that the cost of labor and material in Cali-
fornia, is double that of the Atlantic States. The object of these
gross misstatements is obviously to prove that it is impossible,
with any reasonable outlay of time and money, to build any
railroad over the mountains, for it is ovident that the cost ove
any other route would be as great if not greater. '

ROBINSON’S MOTIVES.

T can well understand why he is anxious to have the Pacific
Railroad appear impracticable. He is the holder of a 1
amount of tfxe stock of the Sacramento Valley Railroad, a road
which probably would not sell to-day for the amount of the in-
cumbrances upon it. And the construction gf the Pacific Rail-
road, or even its extension twelve miles east of its present ter-
minus, will so divert the trade from that road, that it will hardly
pay necessary cxpenses. It is his interest, therefore, to delay as
much as possible the construction of the National Railroad, that
ho and his friends may retain the monopoly of the Nevada trade.
To accomplish this, he hesitates not to villify the dead as well as
the living, to faleify the most notorious fucts, and to scatter
broadcast the most slanderous articles. He hopes thus to in-
duce legislation injurious to the National work, and prevent
capitalists from investing their means in the greatest onterprise
ofthe age. Indeed, he bas the audacity in this very letter to ad-
vise the Legislature of Nevada to adopt a policy, which be ad-
mits will “hurt” the Central Pacific Railroad, a part of the na-
tion’s great highway.

DETERMINATION TO BUILD THE ROAD.

But, as has already been shown, his statements as te the im-
practicability of the route adopted for the Pacific Railroad, are
not entitled to the least weight. I assure you and the people
of Nevada, who are so deeply interested in this question, that it
is entirely practicable,and that too, without requiring any exor-
bitant outlay of money. The time required to complete it will
depend upon the means within the control of the Company,and
its ability to procure money upon its securities. Our encmies are
laboring hard, utterly reckless of the means employed, to pre-
vent us from obtaining money, and if the Legislature of Nevada
should see fit to aid them in their schemes, and endorse their

olicy, it may possibly result in delaying the completion of tho
&amional road. But whatoever course may be adopted by others,
the public may rest assured that this Company intend to baild
the road, and that too as speedily as possible with the means
they can command. Men who openly declare such a road im-
practicable, will, of course, never seriously attempt it. Con-
vinced as we are of its entire feasibility, we shall dovote all our
energies to the work.
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CENTRAL PACIFIC ROUTE THE SHORTEST AND BEST.

" Ho says Illinoistown is not as near Virginia as Latrobe. Here
he is again mistaken, as a glance at any map will show ; that is,
if any map can be found with Latrobe correctly marked on it.
The stages are daily disprovin% it, for last summer they made
tho trip from New Castle, 23 miles west of lllinoistown, to Vir-
ginia in from four to six hours less time, than those from La-
trobe, and during the winter it has been made most of the time
in about 24 hours less staging. |

Numerous other falsehoods and misstatoments might be point-
od out in this, in some respects, remarkable letter, but I deem it
unnecessary. Enough has been shown to determine its
character, and a moro full cxamination would only weary your *
patience.

In conclusion, I would state that this Company opposes no
railroad enterprise on this coast, but, on the contrary, seeks to
be friendly with all. We regard Nevada as affording one of the
best markets for the agricultural productions and manufactures
of California, and the Pacific Railroad will afford tho facilities -
imperiously demanded by that trade. Every railroad built in
California, by choa cnin§ the cost of transportation of property,
lessens its cost, and enables your people to purchase more large-
ly. Inthat way every railroad constructed is a benefit to the
gaciﬁc Railroad. Even tho Latrobe Railroad will, without doubt,
ultimately bocome a foeder to it. .

LELAND STANFORD,
Pres’t C. P. R. R. Co.

- STATEMENT OF CHARLES CROCKER.

In addition to the foregoing roply, I will add that Mr. Judah,
in his lifetime, oxhibited to me a letter from L. L. Robinson to
him, in which he, Robinson, stated that unless the Contral Paci-
fic Railroad Company purchased his intorest in the Sacramento
Valley Railroad upon his own terms, which he fixed at an ex-
travagant price, that he would throw cvery obstacle in our way
that he could ; that he, Judah, was well aware of tho difficulties
in the way of building railroads in California, with no opposi-
tion, and all interests favorable to it, but with the active oppo-
sition of his Company, wiclding a money influence of $30,6)00
per month, we could not hope to succeed ; and that ho, Robin-
son, would wield that inflnence with all his power and energy
against the Company, both here and at the East, unloss they
complied with his terms. The Company did not purchase his
interest, and he has been fulfilling his threat ever since, and has
done his utmost, hesitating at no means which he thought would
accomplish his object. .

CHAS. CROCKER.




