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CHINESE IMMIGRATION.

On the third day of April, eighteen hundred and seventy-six, in
the Senate of the State of California, the Hon. Creed Haymond,
Senator from the Eighteenth Senatorial District, offered the following
resolutions, which were unanimously adopted:

Be it resolved by the Senate of the State of California, That a committee of five Senators be
appointed, with power to sit at any time or place within the State., and the said committee shall
make inquiry :

1. As to the number of Chinese in this State and the effect their presence has upon the social
and political condition of the State.

2. As to the probable result of Chinese immigration upon the country, if such immigration be
not discouraged.

3. As to the means of exclusion, if such committee should be of the opinion that the presence
of the Chinese element in our midst is detrimental to the interests of the country.

4. As to such other matters as, in the judgment of the committee, have a bearing upon the
question of Chinese immigration. And be it further

Resolved, That said committee, on or before the first day of December, eighteen hundred and
seventy-six, shall prepare a memorial to the Congress of the United States, which memorial
must set out at length the facts in relation to the subject of this inquiry, and such conclusions
as the committee may have arrived at as to the policy and means of excluding Chinese from
the country. And be it further

Resolved, That said committee is authorized and directed to have printed, at the State Printing
Office, a sufficient number of copies of such memorial, and of the testimony taken by said com-
mittee, to furnish copies thereof to the leading newspapers of the United States, five copies to
each member of Congress, ten copies to the Governor of each State, and to deposit two thousand
copies with the Secretary of State of California for general distribution. And be it further

Resolved, That such committee shall, on or before the first Monday in December, eighteen
hundred and seventy-six, furnish to the Governor of the State of California two copies of said
memorial, properly engrossed, and the Governor, upon receipt thereof, be requested to transmit,
through the proper channels, one of said copies to the Senate and the other to the House of
Eepresentatives of the United States. And be it further

Resolved. That said committee have full power to send for persons and papers, and to admin-
ister oaths and examine witnesses under oath, and that a majority of said committee shall
constitute a quorum. And be it further

Resolved, That said committee shall have power to employ a Sergeant-at-Arms, at a compen-
sation not to exceed two hundred and fifty dollars, and a phonographic reporter at a compensa-
tion not to exceed one thousand dollars, and that two thousand dollars of the Contingent Fund
of the Senate be set aside, out of which such compensation and the contingent and traveling
expenses of the committee shall be paid upon the order of the Chairman thereof. And be it
further

Resolved, That said committee report to the Senate, at its next session, the proceedings had
hereunder.

Subsequently, on motion, the Senate increased the number of the
committee to seven, and the following Senators were appointed on
said committee: Senators Haymond, McCoppin, Pierson, Donovan,
Rogers, Lewis, and Evans.

Hosted by Google



PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMISSION.

STATE CAPITOL,
SACRAMENTO, April 14th, 1876.

The committee appointed by the Senate of the State of California
to investigate the subject of Chinese immigration met at two o'clock
P. M.

Present—Senator Haymond, Chairman; Senators Evans, Lewis,
Donovan, McCoppin, Rogers, and Pierson.

Frank Shay was elected official reporter, and Cronk, Sergeant-
at-Arms.

The committee adjourned to meet at the City of San Francisco on
the eleventh day of April, eighteen hundred and seventy-six.

SAN FEANCISCO, April 11th, 1876.

The committee met pursuant to adjournment-—present, all the
members—and proceeded to take testimony, as follows:

F. F. Low sworn.
Mr. Pierson—How long did you reside in China?
A.—I resided there about three years and a half.
Q.—In what parts of China?
A.—Chiefly in Pekin; that was my residence.
Q.—Are you familiar with the immigration of Chinese to this State?
A.—Not frorn̂  personal observation, because I was in a different

part of the empire than from whence this immigration comes.
Q.—From where does it come?
A.—Principally from Hong-kong.
Q.—What position did you occupy in China?
A.—Minister Plenipotentiary from the United States to the Em-

peror of China.
Q.—During what years?
A.—Eighteen hundred and seventy, eighteen hundred and seventy-

one, eighteen hundred and seventy-two, and a portion of eighteen
hundred and seventy-three.
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Q.—Have you any knowledge of the terms upon which the Chinese
emigrate from China to this country, either officially or personally?

A.—I have no knowledge.
Q.—Is it voluntary or involuntary? Do they come voluntarily, or

are they sent here?
A.—Before I can answer that question perhaps it will be well for

me to state that the emigration from Hong-kong is not from China, a
fact which seems to have been lost sight of by almost everybody that
discusses this question. The Island of Hong-kong is a British posses-
sion, ceded to the British Crown by the Government of China, and
is organized, I think, the same as Australia. It is a British colony,
governed the same as any other British possession.

Q.—Under no jurisdiction of the Chinese Empire at all?
A.—No more than Canada. How these people get to Hong-kong I

do not know. I suppose they go in sam-pans, in boats, steamers, and
all sorts of ways, and then emigrate from Hong-kong to San Fran-
cisco.

•Mr. McCoppin—Don't the Chinese come from different parts of
China to Hong-kong to take ships there, just as emigrants from Eng-
land, Ireland, and Scotland used to go to Liverpool?

A.—Yes, sir. But take the Chinese here and you would not find
one in a.thousand—probably one in five thousand—but that came
from Kwang-tung, the province of which Canton is Capital. There
are their homes; they are all from one section of the country. We
have anglicized " Canton;" made that name out of the original Chinese
words "Kwang-tung." So far as it a/ppears from all evidences, all
the emigrants from Kong-kong are freemen; indeed, I understand
that the British emigration law forbids anybody but voluntary emi-
grants embarking; forbids a vessel clearing unless all the emigrants
on board are voluntary emigrants, and that is to be certified to before
the vessel can have a clearing.

Mr. Pier son—Who is the American Consul at Hong-kong, now?
A.—It is not easy to tell you that, the mutations of office are so

frequent. David G. Bailey was the last one that I heard of.
Mr. Evans—You are then of the impression that the people do not

come here as peons, under contract—that that theory is not correct?
A.—No, sir.
Q.—You think that they come here as free people?
A.—On the face of it, yes; that is the only impression that I have.
Mr. Pier son—Do you know of the existence in Hong-kong, or any

part of China, of companies such as they have here?
A.—These companies all have agents in Hong-kong.
'Mr. McCoppin—Each company here has an agency there?
A.—I do not speak from absolute knowledge, but that is my under-

standing. The Chinese people are made up of guilds, of all sorts and
kinds, and rule, in this manner, everything sold—as tea, silks, etc.,
even to the transportation* on wheelbarrows. It is all governed by
guilds or associations, and these, probably, have some general head-
quarters in China; probably at the hospital to which the companies
here telegraphed a short time since.

Q.—I suppose that is the place where all the people are received or
taken prior to being shipped?

A.—That is my belief; I do not know. These people deny that
such are the facts; practically,all Chinese come here through means
advanced by these companies or individuals, or by people here,
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through these companies. I think it is by no means sure that the
Southern Pacific Railroad Company is not importing Chinese to-day
through these companies. I know the Central Pacific Railroad Com-
pany did it.

Mr. Evans—Oftentimes friends and relatives here send for their
friends and relatives there, don't they?

A.—There may be individual cases, but not many. I know the
Central Pacific Railroad Company imported thousands and thousands
of coolies through Chinese agents, and that they advanced money for
passage, and took it out in work, with a bonus.

Mr. Pierson—Do you understand that these Chinamen here come
under contracts, and that they must work themselves free from them ?

A.—Their contract is simply to repay the amount advanced for
their passage, with a sufficient bonus to recompense them for the risk,
interest, etc. In other words, if they advanced forty dollars for pas-
sage they exacted that they should pay one hundred dollars, perhaps,
in return, to be deducted from wages—five dollars a month or ten
dollars a month, after they arrive; after they work that out they are
free.

Q.—In an interview between you and a Chronicle reporter
A.—That was a very imperfect report.
Q»—I did not gather what your ideas were about the Burlingame

treaty. From your answers, I infer that no modification of the treaty
can help us?

A.—You can see that yourself. Suppose the Chinese come from
Australia, any inhibition in the Burlingame treaty could not have
anything to do with them. Divest yourself of the idea that Hong-
kong is not China, and you have the question in a nutshell.

Mr. Me Coppin—So that any modification of the Chinese treaty
A.—If the British Government and the United States Government

should agree to any inhibition regarding the emigration of Chinese
from a British port, then the Chinese Government might have cause
for a grievance, for they had a treaty with this country, but a modifi-
cation of the Burlingame treaty could have no effect one way or the
other.

Q.—Is not the whole remedy of this evil with Congress? Has it
not the power to pass laws restricting this class of immigration?

A.—It is not easy to map out.
Q.—Is not the power there ?
A.—Yes, sir ; the same as-—it all lies there, if anywhere. It is not

an easy problem to solve by any means, because of our treaties with
China. We derive a large portion of our rights and privileges in
China from the fact of the "favored nation" clause in those treaties;
that is, when China makes a treaty with the United States, France,,
Great Britain, and all other countries, it is usual, and I think it is
universal, to insert this " favored nation " clause, which reads sub-
stantially as follows: " That any rights other than those granted in
this treaty, that have or may be granted to any other nation, shall
inure to the nation that makes this treaty; " so that all our treaties
with China contain that clause, and a very large proportion of our
rights that we have there comes through the operation of the
" favored nation " clause in our treaties, that we have gathered from
other treaties.

Mr. Pierson—The great mass of the immigrants here, of the Chinese,
is of the very lowest order of Chinese, is it not?
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A.—They are the laboring classes, and, usually coming from sea-
port towns, might be considered the lowest class of laborers; the
agricultural laborers ranking next to the officials.

Q.—Then we get most of our Chinese immigration from sea-port
towns ?

A.—I am assuming that they come from the neighborhood of Can-
ton—boatmen and men who work for hire, or the common class of
laborers. Agricultural laborers are regarded with great consideration
in the social ethics of China; indeed, agriculture has been ennobled
by the action of the government. In the gradation of Chinese
society the officials hold the highest rank; next come the agricul-
tural laborers; then the manufacturers who increase values by work-
ing raw materials into articles of use; then the trader, let him trade
in anything—peanuts, or dry goods at wholesale. They are dealers
all the same; they exchange commodities, producing nothing.

Q.—His caste is lower than the laborer?
A.—Yes, sir. Then we have the professional man-—he is lower

still. A lawyer in China is pretty nearly as bad as actors and barbers,
who are without the pale of social life.

Mr. Donovan—Then the lawyers are a stage above actors and bar-
bers ?

A.—Yes, sir. When I say lawyers, there is practically no such
thing; there are men who hang about the Courts, but they answer
more to the description of French notaries or conveyancers—men
who draw papers. There are no differences in their grades.

Mr. Pierson—Where do we get the bulk of our immigration?
A.—From the laboring classes.
Q.—What are the customary wages of laborers in China?
A.—From ten to twenty cents a day. Perhaps ten cents will be

nearer the average for common laborers.
Q.—They support themselves out of that ?
A.—Yes, sir.
Q.—How do those people live ? What is their social position there ?

Do they live on the water or on the land ?
A.—They live on the land, with the exception of around about the

City of Canton, where a great many people live in boats, knowing
no law. They make their homes in boats, but that is a very small
portion of the population. China is an immense empire, and we are
only dealing with the little fringe around the edges. We know com-
paratively little of the interior.

Q.—I was asking to see if we drew the mass of our immigration
from sea-port towns ?

A.—I assume we do, for the laborers; the men who own a little
piece of land and cultivate it will not come here, because they are
independent. Those only who are obliged to work for wages will
come. I speak now of the mass. Of course some merchants come .
here, because they will go anywhere where there is profit to be made
in trade and traffic.

Q.—Now as to their education—can the lower classes of people read
and write ?

A.—Most of them can, to a certain extent.
Q.—What is their system of education; is it a governmental sys-

tem ?
A.—No, sir. It is all private education. They have neighborhood

schools that are supported by the voluntary contributions of the
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neighborhood ; sometimes by assessments levied, but that is all vol-
untary. There is nothing compulsory in it.

Q.—What about their domestic relations in regard to marriage?
A.—It is incumbent upon every man to marry. This is the custom

of the country. The public opinion of the people makes it absolutely
compulsory, and everybody does marry. Even at a young age, mar-
riage contracts are made by the parents of either side, and they are
betrothed from infancy, frequently. As soon as they are old enough
to marry, they marry.

Q.—Do we get any considerable proportion of married Chinamen
here?

A.—Very likely.
Q.—Do they leave their wives in China?
A.—They leave their wives at home.
Q.—Is it not a fact that the great bulk of the Chinese women that

come here are prostitutes?
A.—That is to be presumed. I assume that as the fact.
Mr. Evans—How are the people there—in China—as regards chas-

tity?
A.—The bulk of the people are chaste. It is only around large

cities where wTe have immorality and vice. On this point I have the
testimony of those who have traveled a great deal in the interior,
where "immorality on the part of married women is punished with
terrible severity—where they are tabooed from society.

Mr. Pierson—Are men restricted, by the lawTs of China, to one wife?
A.—No, sir. The others, after the first, are called wives, and the

children are legitimate, too. A Chinaman who has wealth can take
as many wives as he chooses—as many as he can support. It is a
mere matter of bargain and sale with the parents. If a family have
a surplus of girls that cannot be betrothed in the regular way, they
dispose of them as second and third wives.

Mr. Donovan—They can have as many wives as they can buy?
A.—Yes, sir. But the second, third, fourth, and fifth wives are all

subordinate to the first; she is mistress of the household.
Q.—Can the women have as many husbands as they like?
A.—No; they are restricted.
Mr. Pierson—What do you understand to be the population of

China?
A.—It is popularly thought to be four hundred millions, but my

opinion is that it is overestimated. Three hundred millions would
be a fair estimate, although we have so little data that it is impos-
sible to tell with anything approaching accuracy. The population
of China has decreased in the last century very largely. That don't
admit of doubt

Q,—From what causes?
A.—From rebellion, insurrection, famine in certain districts, and

more than all, the consumption of opium; for it is an established
fact, I think, by the medical fraternity, that the confirmed opium-
eater is incapable of procreation.

Q.—Do you understand, Governor, that there is any particular
prevalence in China of syphilitic diseases?

A.—No more than here.
Q.—Or elephantiasis?
A.—In the southern provinces. Elephantiasis is in Hong-kong, as

in all tropical countries.
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Q.—It is common, then, to India and southern China?
A.—To all tropical countries—Central America, for instance.
Q.—Any prevalence of leprosy ?
A.—Leprosy is not uncommon in China, although-it is not preva-

lent in the north of China. Goitre, a swelling of the glands of the
throat, is frequent, and is supposed to come from the water. The
whole valley on the northern part of the Yang-tse-kiang is im-
pregnated with muriate of lime, and this disease was attributed to
the lime water. Whether this was the cause, or not, I do not know.

Mr. McCoppin—The introduction of opium, was that in this century?
A.—In the year eighteen hundred, according to the best statistics I

could obtain, the importation of India opium into China was about
four thousand chests, one hundred and thirty-three pounds each,
according to the best data I could obtain. In the year eighteen hun-
dred and seventy-three, or we will take the year eighteen hundred
and seventy-one, the importation of opium into China was ten thou-
sand five hundred tons. In addition to that, the native production
amounts to fully the foreign importation.

Q.—-The English first introduced opium there?
A.—Yes, sir; it came from India—the East India Company.
Mr. Pier son—How far is the island upon which Hong-kong is

situated from the mainland ?
A.—Oh, it is just a passage for the ships of the Chinamen; not

farther than from here (City Hall) to Goat Island.
Mr. Evans—Do you know the area of that island?
A.—I do not know. It is just a rocky sort of island, a forbidding

sort of place, although they have spent a great deal of money improv-
ing it.

Q.—What is the population?
A.—I won't pretend to say. It is very largely Chinese. Most of

the population is Chinese. There must be half a million, I suppose.
Mr. McCoppin—What benefit, if any, does America, as a nation,

deriye from this immigration from China, outside of its trade? Does
S the immigration give the right to Americans to go into China, and
] trade to any extent, and have they availed themselves of it?
/ A.—Very largely.

Q.—I mean outside of Hong-kong—China proper ?
A.—There is a good trade with Shanghai. On the Yang-tse-

kiang River there is a line of steamers owned by Americans, where
s they must have, I should think, fifteen, perhaps not as large as the
/ largest river steamers in America, but larger than any we have here;
\ larger than the steamer Capital. The freight-carrying capacity of
) those steamers is between two thousand five hundred and three thou-
j sand tons, besides a large passenger capacity.

Q.—Owned and operated by Americans?
A.—Yes, sir.
Q.—Where do they run?
A.—Run from Shanghai to Hang-kow; that is the head of naviga-

tion.
Mr. Pierson—Have you any idea how large an American popula-

tion there is in China to-day?
A.—I cannot tell from memory. I have some books that I can

^ consult, and give a pretty accurate estimate. We have a very large
X trade in cotton goods in China, also in heavy cottons and drills and
5 twilled goods. During the war, when cotton was high, the English
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dug into the trade, and counterfeited our trademarks, thus securing
the bulk of the trade, which they have kept ever since, by making
lighter goods, and sizing them differently. I have seen bales of
drills at Hang-kow marked " Lawrence Mills, Mass./' that never
saw the United States.

Mr. Donovan—Do you think there are five thousand Americans in
China?

A.—I should say yes, for a guess. I do not speak from knowledge.
Q.—Do you think that would be a fair estimate?
A.—I would not like to make an estimate without consulting some

statistics, since it wTould be a wild sort of a guess.
Mr. Pierson—From what source do you think we would be able to

get any accurate information as to the terms upon which the Chinese
come to this country ?

A.—You can get it only by digging down into those affairs here.
Q.—Would the Minister to China be able to give any information?
A.—Oh, no!
Q.—There are Consuls
A.—There are Consuls; but the government does not provide them

with any machinery. They give them secretaries; but they are
posted two hundred miles from where the emigrants come.

Q.—Then what we do get will have to be obtained here?
A.—This seems to be the place.
Q.—Practically, I understand you, if any such system exists as

involuntary emigration
A.—You can hardly call it involuntary emigration.
Q.—If that svstem does exist, it is in violation of our treaty, is it

not?
A.—It is in violation of our treaty, and in violation of the Chinese

law. The Chinese themselves are opposed to the exportation of
coolie labor, more than we are to the immigration. They have three
great griefs against foreign nations. One is opium; the second is
coolie emigration. When I speak of coolie emigration, I mean as it
has gone on in years pagt, as the exportation of coolies from Macao
to Peru and Havana. Those coolies thus taken away under contract,
wTe know, were ill-treated, and the contracts violated. The Chinese
felt very sore about this, and appointed a commission a year ago ;
and I think theyabrogated their treaty with Spain on account of it.
Spain had a sort of treaty that permitted the taking aw ây of contract
labor, and they shut dowTn on it. I sustained them in it, too.

Mr. Donovan—The proposition, as I understand it, is that as long
as they keep the contract the Chinese take no exceptions; but when
they break the contract they do take exceptions.

A.—It takes a long story to explain that. When the English and
French captured Pekin, in eighteen hundred and sixty, they made a
supplemental treaty, which provided, among other things, that the
Chinese might be taken under contract to go abroad, under such
rules and regulations as might be prescribed by government. The
view of the English was to get laborers to take to the West India
possessions, where they wanted labor, and subsequently Alcock, the
British Minister, together with the French Government, concluded
some articles of agreement by which contracts might be made. These
contracts required five years7 service and the return of the men by
the contractors, etc. So many conditions were required that the
British Government rejected the articles, and since that there has
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been nothing. Involuntary emigration, or immigration under con-
tract, has been and is discouraged by the Chinese Government. You
must understand that this treaty was made under duress. It was
dictated to China, with cannon planted around her capital—Pekin.
That treaty was written for them. They did not write it themselves,
and they have obstructed, in every way possible, emigration other
than free emigration.

Mr. McCoppin—What is the name of the gentleman, in China, con-
nected with the American Embassy?

A.—Mr. Williams.
Q.—Where is he?
A.—He sailed on the last steamer for China. He has been Secre-

tary of the legation, speaks the Canton dialect as well as English,
and if you had some man like that here your committee could gain
much information of value. He goes among the Chinese and talks
with them in their own language. His residence is Pekin.

Mr. Pierson—Will you explain the modus operandi of shipping
men—the forms that they have to go through with in order to ship
them at all ?

A.—1 don't know. That is what I want to find out. What I know
is, that a manifest—a list of passengers, with their various occupations.
All appear to be free, voluntary emigrants, and the Consul certifies
to that fact, nothing to the contrary being asserted.

'Mr. Donovan—It seems that the Chinamen who come here have
some sort of a contract with some one, by which their bones are
to be returned to China in case of death ?

A.—That seems to be the fact.
Q,.—And they won't come here except under contract to take their

bones back ?
A.—I assume that to be the case.
Mr. Pierson—You assume they all do come under contract ?
A.—So I assume. Forty or fifty dollars is the passage money by

steamer. You take a common laborer, one wTho has not that amount
of money, and advance it; he agrees to work it out. Those who
have that much money will not come, because they are independent.

Mr. McCoppin—I suppose that to be buried in China is a part of
the religion of that-country.

A.—It comes from Confucius' doctrine of the worship of ancestors;
but then a great many Chinese go to the East Indias, die there, and
their bones are never brought back to China. It is a short distance;
and I presume those who go there do so on their own hook, there
being no contract by which some one must see to the sending back
of the bones. At the same time there is that feeling among the
Chinese, inculcated by their religion—if religion it may be called—
that they sleep better if they can have their descendants make offer-
ings at their graves when they are buried. They think they wdll be
happier in the other world, and all of them, therefore, desire it.

Mr. Pierson—If they ship here under contract, it is in direct viola-
tion of the British colonial laws, as well as our treaty ?

A.—Yes, sir.
1 Q.-—So that the British Government must wink at their deception?
A.—Yes; it seems as if they must. The English Government has

a law for ferreting out the fact whether they are free emigrants or
not. If they are free, they are permitted to go on board the English
ships. At the present time there are very severe pains and penalties

Hosted by Google



12

provided for the importation of coolies in American vessels; but
these do not apply to foreign governments. Where emigrants
embark in English vessels they are beyond the reach of our laws.

Q.—Have you any means of knowing, approximately, the number
of Chinese in California, or in San Francisco?

A.—No, sir; I have a sort of general impression that the number
is overestimated. Of course the statistics of those who have arrived,
and the departures by steamers for China, and the number of deaths,
might be ascertained. A great many go back to China. They come
here because they have good wages, and after serving two or three
years they have a competence, and away they go. In the autumn a
great many go home, so as to be there during the Chinese new year,
and have a grand blow-out.

Mr. Haymond—Is it not your impression that the immigration here
is an off-shoot of the coolie trade, the only difference being that that
trade is under the auspices of the government, while this is a private
enterprise?

A.—No; I think this emigration sprung up originally from the
building of these great railroads. They brought us a large Chinese
immigration to this coast.

Q.—You have spoken of free emigration and enforced emigration,
how would you class this?

A.—I class this as enforced emigration ; but that is hardly the
proper name for it, because they are not bound to any certain term of
service, as I understand it. The contract is simply to repay advance-
ments made for passages, with a certain bonus to pay for interest and
risk.

Mr. McCoppin—I suppose that Chinamen wishing to come to this
country, in the hope of bettering their condition, and not having
money to pay the passage, make contracts with these companies to
pay them back for advances made, with interest, etc. ?

A.—Yes, sir.
Mr. Evans—Don't you know white immigrants that came to Cali-

fornia that way?
A.—Yes, sir; and they never kept their contracts as the Chinese

do. There wTas a very large sprinkling of immigration that came to
California that way in forty-nine.

Mr. Donovan—Do the Chinese keep their contracts better than the
Americans?

A.—They don't know our laws here, and the companies have sucli
absolute power over them that they keep their contracts. The guilds
have absolute power over them here and in their own country.

Mr. Pienon—Have the Chinese Government any tribunals in Hong-
kong?

A.—It is an entirely British colonial government. The Chinese
have no government there.

Q.—Are Chinamen tried in British tribunals?
A.—Certainly.
Mr. Haymond—You say the guilds in China have absolute control

over them. To what extent—to the extent of life and liberty?
A.—They cannot take a man's life by law, but they can persecute

and depress him.
Q.—He then is absolutely at their mercy?
A.—You take the merchants' guild—the tea merchants' guild for

instance; it decides that the members shall not sell tea below a cer-
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tain price. Suppose a member breaks that agreement; he will be
ruled out, and his credit will be destroyed; he will be bankrupted.
There are various ways in which they can enforce their decrees. The
great power of these Chinese companies over the people here is due,
in a measure, to the fact that the Pacific Mail Steamship Company
will not sell them tickets for China until they get certificates from
their companies, and the companies will not give the certificates
until the people shall have paid their debts.

Mr. Donovan—I have been told that the Pacific Mail Steamship
Company have a contract with the Chinese companies, that it will
not sell Chinamen tickets unless they get certificates from the com-
panies that they are free; that they have served their term of servi-
tude?

A.—Substantially that is a fact. I recollect having a conversation
with Mayor Otis about it, and he said that company had to conform
to the wishes of the companies, because the trade was worth too
much. I know, from my knowledge of the Chinese people, that very
few can raise money enough to pay for a passage here. Somebody
has to pay it. A common laborer, who has fifty dollars, will not
come here; he is independent.

Mr. Haymond—And this money is advanced by the companies, and
they enforce payment by haying a contract with the Pacific Mail
Steamship Company by which they can keep these Chinamen here
until they shall have paid everything?

A.—That is their safety in making advances; but that is only a
supposition on my part—an opinion I have formed from facts that
have come under my own observation.

Q.—Is it not the prevailing opinion in the neighborhood of the
ports from which these people are shipped, that a great many are
shipped against their will—for instance, the women?

A.—No.
Q.—It is with their consent?
A/—Yes, sir. Where a woman is under age she has very little to

say. The parents make contracts to sell them in marriage, or any-
thing else they please.

Mr. Donovan—As I understand it, the parents have a right to make
marriage contracts, and the woman really has no control of herself
in China?

A.—Nor the boy either.
Q.—1 mean the woman; if she is of age and unmarried?
A.—No, sir.
Q.—And consequently the women that come here must be sold or

given away ? *
A.—That would be a fair assumption.
Q.—And brought to this country for Of course we know

the purposes for which they are brought here ?
A.—There may be some exceptions; but that is the general assump-

tion.
Mr. Haymond—How long have you been a resident of California?
A.—I have been a resident here since the fourth of June, eighteen

hundred and forty-nine.
Q.—What business have you been engaged in?
A.—Merchant and banker. I have been Governor of the State,

member of Congress, Collector of the Port of San Francisco, and
Minister to China.
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Q.—What commodities or products of the United States are now
sold in China—exported in any quantities ?

A.—Most every product of the country. Quite a large trade has
sprung up between here and there in domestic produce, bread-

w stuffs, etc.
Q.—Are these consumed by China proper or by the foreign popu-

lation ?
A.—They do not go into the interior, and are consumed principally

by the foreigners. The Chinese themselves could not afford to live
on flour. As the Chinese become more anglicized they may change
in this respect. Flour is a sort of luxury there just now, and cannot
be used extensively.

( Q.—What is the general condition of the working classes, as com-
I pared with that of the working classes of this country ?

J A.—More average comfort, according to their ideas of comfort.
i According to our ideas, it would be misery. There are fewer abject
S poor. That comes partly from the fact that labor is honorable, and
) everybody works; everybody is expected to work, and a drone has
j no sympathy.

Q.—Do you know the average amount required to support a laborer
per day ?

A.—I can judge from the fact that the wages.are small and that
the families are supported on them.

Q.—Ten cents a day ?
A.—Yes; and in foreign settlements a common laboring coolie,

employed by a foreigner, wxmlcl get five or six dollars a month. Out
of that they support considerable families, but they make the fami-
lies work also. Every individual works—the wife works and all
work.

Mr. Donovan—Could the Collector of the Port do anything to pre-
vent these people coming here as they do ?

A.—No. When the manifest comes to him properly certified, I
don't think the Consul would have the power to go behind it.

Q.—How many children, as a rule, do families average, that are
supported on ten cents a day?

> A.™About the same as it is here.

W. J. SHAW sworn.
Mr. Haymond—State generally what you know of the*" social and

political condition of the Chinese in their own country, their habits,
mode of life, manner in which they work, wages, and customs
generally.

A.—I went to China when il wTas abroad. I went to Shanghai,
to Tien-tsin, to Pekin, the Great Wall and back, up the Yang-tse-
kjang, and into the interior about five hundred and fifty miles. I
visited several of the chief towns, and studied the country and the
people as well as I could; but I don't know that I have anything
new to communicate. I found the Chinese a peculiar people. Their
government is one of the most remarkable that I have ever studied.
While it is hardly any government at all, yet it maintains a kind of
control over the largest population of any one government in the
world. I attribute this to what we may call their religion. They are
educated in a manner ever the same—the same which prevailed in
Christendom thirteen hundred years ago. They are taught that all
the knowledge that is of real value is found in the works of Confucius.
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In their schools they are educated in his works; and the learning to
be found in them, and in the works of his contemporaries, constitute
the whole of their system of education. Among the most striking
features of that education is their devotion to parents; and that
parental relation seems to me to afford some clue to their extra-
ordinary condition governmentally. They live in families, and
sometimes these families are very large. I have been assured that
sometimes twenty to forty married people constitute one family, a,nd
they bring up their children all together. It is a family relation
emphatically; and in such a country, under such a condition of
things, there is very little necessity for governmental interference.
The families are held responsible for the conduct of their children.
When a child of bad habits, disregarding the example and teachings
of his parents, becomes uncontrollable, and the parents don't know
what to do with him, they have the right, as I am assured—a right
that is very often practiced—to rid the world of that child. They
say : " We can do nothing with this child. It will only disgrace us;
and it is better for us to drown him in the river than to bring him
up in this way." Their teachings lead them to literally worship
their parents. I have seen them, bow reverentially to their parents
as a pagan would to his god. The idea of resisting parental authority
is regarded with horror; and it does not enter their minds, except
under extraordinary circumstances. The consequence is, that the
parental rule of the family provides a rule for the whole country,
without the interference of government, as we understand i t In
some districts, however, particularly in the interior up the Yang-tse-
kiang River, it is customary for the natives to form expeditions to
rob from village to village; and as they increase the number of̂  vil-
lages captured, the horde becomes more extensive, and they continue
on robbing and pillaging until their numbers amount to almost an
army. I was shown on the Yang-tse-kiang River an extensive
territory recently pillaged. The whole place was devastated. The
central government has no particular power over them. I was told
that when such occurrences happened, the government would send
its mandate to the Governor of the province, insisting that order
should be preserved. Sometimes they succeeded in quelling the
disturbances, and sometimes they wTere quelled by the voluntary
dispersion of the members of the gangs. I was assured that in that
country these things are not of rare occurrence. I was also assured
that a very large portion of the population, particularly the working
population, were simply slaves—some of them slaves from birth; but
as a rule, or at least in very frequent instances, they were enslaved
in a manner not unknown to foreign nations, being sold to pay debts.
A very large proportion of the laboring classes composes this latter
class. The labor of agriculture is encouraged by the example of the
Emperor himself. At certain times i n Pekin he holds the plow
himself. It is undoubtedly to show that the government has a high
respect for agriculture. But although this high example is set, and
agriculture is so ennobled, yet k is in China, like everywhere else—
the real work is done by the lower classes. The highest members
are those wTho are considered to be nearest the courts. The army
proper consists of agriculturists; that is to say, the members are
given ground to cultivate, and they cultivate the land, thus main-
taining themselves arid their families by their own labor. They are
not paid salaries as in other countries, but are made to earn their
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own living in that way. The regular army in China is considered,
in villages where it is sent to quell disturbances, as the most dangerous
element that could visit them, because they are usually hungry, and
consider themselves at liberty to help themselves to any provisions
or property that are loose. Shortly aftef the Tae-ping rebellion, I was
told that the towns preferred the visits of the rebels to the visits of
the regular army.

Mr. Pierson—What do you understand by coolie labor?
A.—Slave labor, I should understand; what we call slave labor;

perhaps more closely resembling peonage than strictly slave labor.
Mr. Haymond—There is no obligation on the part of the person hold-

ing them to take care of them ?
A.—What the law may be on that point I cannot say.
Mr. Pierson—How long were you in China, Mr. Shaw?
A.—I do not remember. I think about three or four months.
Q,—During what year?
A.—In eighteen hundred and sixty-eight.
Q.—Were you in Hong-kong?
A.—Yes; I remained at Hong-kong some little time, two or three

weeks, I think, visiting in that vicinity.
Q.—Do you know anything about the mode of the shipping of

Chinese to this port?
A.—I do not know anything about it.

-'Mr. Rogers—How do these Chinamen you see here compare with
the generality of the Chinese?

A.—The masses are about the same as we see here. In cases where
they are better here, the change is caused by the better country.

Q.—Are the women there very little lower than these we see here?
A.—The women there are, of course, in a very peculiar condition.

Prostitution, for instance, in China, is not regarded as a disgrace, but
is regarded as a profession, a calling, like that of beggary, or any of
the low professions—a condition in which they must remain, because
they have been occupying it. It is supposed that they are not respon-
sible for it. The condition of the lower classes is as near, as I should
think, that of the brutes as any human exhibition can be found any
where in human society. In Pekm, I visited the Sisters of Mercy,
who have a society there, and I saw in that house children, girls from
infancy, still unwearied, up to fourteen and fifteen years of age. I
was assured by the Sisters—and have no question of its truth—that
those children were picked up, for the most part, by them out of the
streets. Frequently mothers have brought their girl children to the
Sisters, and voluntarily delivered them, to be raised by them; and it
was no rare occurrence when a girl was born to place it on the street,
abandon it to its fate, because the parents had no means to bring it
up. I cannot give any accurate idea as to the number I saw in
that institution. At that time I gained the impression that infanti-
cide and the abandonment of female infants were things much prac-
ticed there—to an extent unheard of amongst us or any other nation.
At Tien-tsin more Sisters have a convent, and most of the inmates
were children picked out of the gutters, where they were left by their
parents. The inmates of this convent, as you are aware, were mas-
sacred by the Chinese population on one occasion, under the pretense
that they were bringing up these children as Christians. That organ-
ization is sustained by the Catholic Church; they are Catholic
institutions, sustained as they are in other countries. |Iost of th
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Sisters in the convent at Pekin were French, two of them, I think,
being Irish by birth.- They were sent there and maintained as those
organizations are in other countries. I found the numbers in these
institutions to be governed by the room in their buildings more than
the supply. They were all filled, and there were subjects for many
more besides—children abandoned by their parents.

Q.—How does living in Chinese cities compare with living here ?
A.—Their living here must be very far superior to their living

there. I mean the laboring classes, what would be called there the
coolie class. So far as I observed, they seemed well satisfied if they
got plenty of rice.

Q.—What wages did they get?
A.—That I never went into sufficiently to give me any proper ideas

as to the rule of wages. With regard to the coolies, their wages would,
of course, simply be their rice.

Mr. Donovan—Do they have more wives than one?
A.—Yes, sir. They are allowed to have as many as they want.

Strictly speaking they have but one wife. That wife is permitted,
and it is considered no disgrace to encourage the husband to have as
many more women in the same house as he can support. They are
his concubines. They would more nearly correspond, according to
our ideas, to concubines than to wives. They have a claim for sup-
port, and the children are the children of the wife. In law they are
held to be the legitimate children of the father. They are credited
to the first or legal wife. The wife, when she loves her husband, con-
siders that she does him a kindness in inviting in others to assist in
the domestic relations.

Q.—I understood you to say that in these little villages and places
in China, where one makes war upon another, they feel that they
have a right to decide that quarrel without respect to the central
government, and punish ^criminals as they see fit. The central gov-
ernment is of secondary consideration?

A.—Yes, sir.
Q.—And regarding these guilds or companies, is their authority

regarded as paramount to that of government?
A.—As I understand it, these guilds or companies are formed as a

sort of mutual protection societies. The members have a strong feel-
ing for their companies, and would be ready to obey any reasonable
request, and sometimes any unreasonable request. They consider
themselves as strictly amenable to the companies, and if these com-
panies undertake to enforce any rule made by them they will gen-
erally do it.

Q.—If, in China, they respect their companies more than they do
their government, they would be the same here, would they not?

? A.—So I should imagine. I should explain those raids that I men-
tioned more fully. It is not an uncommon thing in Asia for raids to
be made. On the borders of British India, for instance, individuals
sometimes lose their crops; they are short of food and beco.me hun-
gry, and, as is natural in that stage of society, they go somewhere
where they can get food; they therefore make raids into India, fre-
quently on British subjects. Sometimes the English Government
has felt obliged to go into the interior to punish persons making those
raids. The Chinese Government has no p6wer to suppress these
raids, and punishment must come from other sources, if at all. The

2
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natives raid when they are hungry and want food, and these hungry
spells come on whenever they are desired, it seemed to me. In Sing-
apore the condition of the Chinese was a subject of constant reflec-
tion and observation to me. In that city, at the time I was there,
there was, as I was told, over eighty thousand Chinese. They were
giyen a portion of the town to inhabit, and that portion swarmed
with them. I was assured that sometimes they became exceedingly
troublesome to the government owing to their being liable to get into
quarrels. When they got into a quarrel they would be destitute of
reason and would be like wild beasts, rushing through the streets
stabbing and killing others. In Java, several years ago, the Dutch
prohibited their immigration into that country, they were feared so
much, because of their influence over the native population.

Q.—In what respect ?
A.—In trade; they were so much more unscrupulous, cunning,

and selfish in making bargains than the natives of Java. The East
India Malays are quite a different character of men from the Chinese.
The Chinese are superior to them in cunning, and they take such
advantages, especially in Java, that they found it necessary to pro-
hibit altogether their going into the interior of the island. They
have been used, however, to advantage in the tin mines of Banca.
In that work they have been very serviceable.

Mr. Pierson—Do you understand that the Chinese Government
favors or desires to repress Chinese emigration ?

A.—It is understood that the government does not desire the
Chinese to leave the country, but whether their leaving is or is not
in violation of any regulations of that government, I do not know.

Mr. Evans—From what part of China do the Chinese, who come to
this coast, come ?

A.—From Canton, and from provinces bordering upon that part of
China. /

Q.—Under whose control is* that part ?
A.—Canton is under the Chinese. Hong-kong would be the place

from which they would ship for California. That is a British colony.
There would be no difficulty for any number of persons to leave
Canton, where there is a-constant connection by steamers, for Hong-
kong, where they could ship for California, The mass of Chinese
immigrants do not come from Hong-kong. They simply go there for
the purpose of embarking. The mass go there, for that is the only
place where they can leave the country for America.

Q.—Do you understand that these guilds or companies are in the
relations of families?

A.—They are quite different. They are societies having no parental
relations.

Mr. Haymond—How is the condition of the laboring men in that
country to be compared with the condition of those here ?

A.—It is undoubtedly going from misery to comfort. The amount
of destitution in China,is very serious. Pekin, in my opinion, is one
of the filthiest cities to be found. There is what is called a Chinese
City of Pekin and a Tartar city. The Chinese city is filthy to a
degree almost beyond belief. I have seen tricks perpetrated in the
streets of Pekin proper that would only be tolerated in brutes in a
civilized country. When I was there I wondered how ladies could
go into the streets at all, and I was told that they hardly ever did;
that they never attempted to walk in the streets, but when compelled
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to go out used the conveyances of that country. When they wanted
exercise they were carried to the walls of the city, where they could
walk without seeing sights that would be disgusting. Those streets
are filthy beyond what should ever be seen among human beings.
The great mass of the people, it seemed to me, were ignorant, and
not in a position to be removed from ignorance. They have, it is
true, a system of education, but that system of education is confined
to certain books written four thousand years ago. They think there
is no knowledge anywhere that is not found in those books, and, as a
consequence, their learning, from the highest to the lowest, must be
very limited, according to our ideas.

Mr. Pierson—Do they read and write ?
A.—They are taught to read and write in the common schools that

are throughout the whole country. It is not a governmental system,
but is kept up by their peculiar system of office-holding. A person
cannot hold office except he have an education in the books I have
described. Those books teach a high system of morals, and they
learn them. About three hundred years ago there were persons who
believed that all the knowledge of any value was embraced in the
Bible, and that office-holders should be compelled to have a thorough
knowledge of its contents. That is the rule in China regarding the
works of Confucius. The consequence is, that although our people
have the idea that the Chinese are very welL educated, they are
possessed of only a very limited one. Although they are required
to read and write, and to know Confucius, yet that knowledge in
itself—all they have—is so inadequate to the demands of the present
age, that we may say that they have no education at all.

Mr. Haymond—What was the received opinion among Americans,
English, and other intelligent people in China, as to the character of
emigration to this country, whether free or servile?
. A.—With regard to that, I would not like to say. Regarding their

' honesty, I can mention this fact, which may interest the committee :
I wTas assured by all the merchants with whom I conversed on the
subject in the towns that I visited in China, where there are foreign
merchants residing, that nobody hired a Chinese servant without
taking a bond from some responsible person that he would be respon-
sible for any thefts that servant might perpetrate. It was considered
there, among those with whom I conversed on the subject, that
Chinamen are so constituted that they must sooner or later steal
something. It is their nature. Consequently they are not trusted in
any house until they bring their bondsmen. When thefts are com-
mitted, and they are not of rare occurrence, the bondsmen pay for
the things stolen. As far as I know and heard, no one thought of
hiring a servant without taking a bond to meet any deficiency caused
by theft.

Q.—Are the women considered to amount to anything ?
A.—The women in China occupy the same position as in most parts

of Asia—virtually slaves; mere creatures, to pandor to the wishes of
the males, and promote their happiness.

Mr. Donovan—You have given us a description of the literature of
the Chinese; now, take their architecture. How does that compare
with other works dating back, say four thousand years—the pyramids,
for instance, of Egypt ?

A.—The architecture of the Chinese, if it deserves that name, is the
most primitive of any now in use. In Pekin, for instance, although
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