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THE PACIFIC RAILROAD AND ITS ENEMIES.

A pamphlet entitled “ The Dutch Flat Swindle,” containing, -

among other pettifogging statements equally baseless, the mi-
nority report of J. H. Rogers, one of the Board of Supervisors
of Placer County, having been recently published and exten-
sively circulated, would seem to demand some notice from the
friends of the Pacific Railroad.

Tne author very prudently conceals his name, as few citizens
in the State would voluntarily peril their reputation as truthful
and honorable men by signing a publication containing so many
gross misrepresentations, demagogue insinuations, willful fabri-
cations, and unmitigated slanders. ’

Before proceeding to notice the absurdities in the pamphiet,
we beg to call attention to the sources from whence emanate
the bitter, reckless and malignant personal opposition of the
interested few, to the progress of the Pacific Railroad, which
has developed itself in San Francisco.

At the time Congress passed the Act granting the franchise
for a Pacific Railroad, with the subsidies which attended it, not
a man on this coast could be found who was not, and had not
been for years, a zealous friend of the work. Every newspaper
in the State advocated the passage of the Bill, and had been for
a long time urging and demanding, in the name of the People
of California, the passage by Congress of a bill to secure the
construction of a Pacific Railroad. ~After the Bill became a law
the Company to which was entrusted the building of the Road
in Califernia, entered vigorously upon the gigantic work before
them; and we may add that up to this time the California com-
panies are the only ones which have laid down a rail of iron, or
put in operation a single mile of the Pacific Railroad, from the
Missouri River to the navigable waters of the Bay of San Fran-
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cisco. But as soon as the Central Pacific Company sent into
the field its engineers, opposition, founded on self-interest, be-
gan to develope itself.

The route was selected by the late Theodore D. Judah, then
Chief Engineer of the Company, and who was conceded to be
one of the most eminent of American railroad engineers. In
his report published July 1, 1863, he says, that after carefully
examining five difierent routes across the Sierra Nevada moun-
tain, for the purpose of determining definitely which was the
best and most feasible, and after having run for that purpose
1,365 miles of preliminary and locating surveys, he determined
upon the route by Dutech Flat and Donner Lake, upon which he
located the line by a careful instrumental survey, and the driv-
ing of stakes every hundred feet. But the routehe decided the
best did not meet the approbation of those living on other lines,
which their self-interest considered superior to thie one adopted.
The location of the Railroad on that line would injure the stock

. of the Sacramento Valley Read and the capital invested in

wagon roads on the Placerville route, and, therefore, those own-
ing said stock and wagon roads, determined to oppose, to the
extent of their ability, the progress of the Pacific Railroad.

The Sacramento Valley Eailroad began by making an effort
to force the Central Pacific Company to purchase that Road, and
threatened, if it was not so purchased, that the Central Com-
pany would meet the opposition of the owners and managers of
that Road at Washington, and in every market where its bonds
were offered, or an attempt was made to purchase iron or rolling
stock. This opposition was met at those points and successfully
resisted by the agents of the Company.

Failing at Washington and in New York, the opposition of
those parties was transferred to California, where they succeed-
ed in uniting with them the wagon road owners on the Placer-
ville route, the owners and managers of the Sacramento Valley
Railroad, and of the projected railroad from Folsom to Placer-
ville, and the Pioneer Stage line of McLane & Co., which, until
the Pacific Railroad was completed to Newcastle, thirty-one
nfiles, had almost held for years the monopoly of the passenger
and bullion trade with the Territory of Nevada..

The individuals representing these interests, have, of course,
produced noisy, active, factious and unscrupulous opposition to
the progress of the Pacific Railroad. To hinder and delay the
completion of the work, was, with the individual owners of the
private interests named, a matter involving dollars to a large
amount. Unless the Sacramento Valley Railroad could inter-
pose obstacles to the advance of the Pacific, until it could ex-
tond its line further into the mountain region, its stock would
become comparatively valueless. The wagon road owners on



5

the Placerville route, collected in tolls on the Nevada business,
by estimate, over a million dollars, in 1863. The Pioneer Stage
line of Louis McLane & Co., received for the transportation of
express, passengers and treasure, a sum which must have nearly,
if not quite, equaled another million. The completion of fifty
miles of the Pacific Railroad would divert the freight, travel,
express matter and Overland mail from the Sacramento Valley
Railroad and the Placerville line, to the Dutch Flat and Donner
Lake line; and hence it was a matter embracing hundreds of
thousands a year, if not millions, to those companies, to keep
back, as long as possible, the Pacific Railroad.

As a natural consequence, where individual interests exist to
stimulate action, every move of the Pacific Company looking to
an advance, has encountered the opposition of this active com-
bination.

‘When the bills to authorize certain counties to subscribe to
the stock of the Road were before the Legislature, they en-
countered this opposition ; when the question was submitted in
each county, a marked influence from the same quarter was
exerted to defeat the proposition. In the City and County of
San Francisco, this individual opposition was active, virulent
and determined ; but the honest desire of the people to aid the
Pacific Railroad, influenced them to cast a vote of over two-
thirds for the proposition.

Not content with the popular verdicts in the counties, the in-
terested opponents resorted to the law’s delays to hinder and
obstruct the Pacific Road ; and a few of her own citizens band-
ed together and assailed the people of ‘San Francisco with that
class of vile epithets about bribery and corruption, which bro-
ken-down political demagogues are in the habit of heaping upon
the men who have been instrumental in defeating their ambi-
tious and corrupt designs.

The first appeal to the law was made in the county of Sacra-
mento, under the auspices of the Sacramento Valley Railroad,
the Superintendent of that Road being the plaintiff. It failed
on every point.

The next trial was in Placer county, where the Secretary ot
the Auburn Extension of the Sacramento Valley Railroad was
plaintiff. This effort also signally failed—the Courts fully sus-
taining the law authorizing the subscription.

Next in order came the case raised in San Francisco, by the
same factious combinations of interest, to test the constitution.
ality of the Acts of the Legislature ; the drayman of George H.
Bragg, President of the S. V. Railroad being the plaintiff,
After all the delay which the law would allow had been obtained-
the case came to a hearing, and was decided by the Supreme
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