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RAILROAD RESOLUTIONS

OF THE

SENATE OF NEVADA.

The following resolutions were, on the 7th‘day of January,
1865, offered by Senator Sumner, and adopted by the Senate of
Nevada. The President of the Senate appointed Messrs. Sum-
ner, Slingerland, Harris, James and Larrowe, as the Committee
named therein : : :

Resolved, That a committee of five be "appointed by the Pre-
sident of the Senate, whose duty it shall be to take into imme-
diate consideration the prospective interests of the State of Ne-
vada ; said committee especially to ascertain and fully report to
this Senate, what progress has been made, and what work is
being prosecuted by companies organized and operating under
the « Pacific Railroad Act,” passed by Congress and approved in
the year 1862; what the cost of the work completed by these
companies, and what estimates of cost have been obtained as
basis for future work, on the proposed route of any such com-
panies; what the aid received, solicited, or publicly expected by
* said companies outside of the National aid afforded through the
¢ Pacific Railroad Act;” and said committee shall also report as
to whether any other companies or associated capitalists than
those included in the above description, propose the building of
a railroad to the Nevada State line, from navigable tide-water in
California, and shall gather and duly report all such information®
in regard to this matter as may, by the committee, be deemed
advisable. -And said committee shall report advisingly as to
what action should be taken by the Legislature of Nevada, at
its present session, to promote or inaugurate practical work for
establishing railroad communication between navigable tide-
water in California, and the principal town in Nevada.

Resolved, That this commitiee have power to send for persons
and papers, and administer the oath to parties who may come
before the committee to testify ; provided, no expenses shall be
incurred under these resolutions without special authority
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therefor having been first obtained from the Senate, on a motion
before the Senate calling for such authority, and specitying the
reasons for such call. 5

STATEMENT OF THE CENTRAL PACIFIC RAILROAD
- COMPANY OF CALIFORNIA.

OrricE oF THE CENTRATL .
Paciric RatroAD CoMPANY OF CALIFORNIA.

SAcRAMENTO, January 12, 1865.
The Hon. Messrs. Sumner, Slingerland, Harris, James and Larrowe,

Committee, etc. :

GeENTLEMEN : We notice in the newspapers that you have been
appointed by the Senate of Nevada, a committee to report upon
the railroad interests of the State of Nevada, and especially
upon the Pacific Railroad, in the progress of which the citizens
of your State are deeply intercsted. It would afford the Direc-
tors of this Company great pleasure to confer with you person-
ally upon the important matters thus referred to your commit-
‘tee; but the pressing duties, growing out of the largely in-
creased force of laborers now employed in grading the railroad
of the Company, prevent. We, therefore, address this commu-
nication to you, and through you to the Legislature and people
of Nevada.

SURVEY AND LOCATION OF THE ROUTE.

This Company commenced the survey and examination of routes
for a railroad over the Sierra Nevadas, in the Summer of 1861,
under the superintendence of the late T. D. Judah, Esq., as Chief
Engineer, one of the most eminent and experienced railroad en-
gineers of the time, who made the first complete instrumental
and “ thorough Railroad survey ” ever made over those moun-

tains. This was done at a great expense, and at a time when

the feasibility of constructing a railroad over them was deemed
exceedingly doubtful. The result of that survey fully estab-
lished the practicability of the route surveyed, though, as was
anticipated, requiring a large outlay of money to construct the
road. Careful examinations and reconnoissances were made by
Mr. Judah and other officers of the Company, of other routes,
but they all resulted in demonstrating the superiority of the line
surveyed, and which was finally adopted by the Company, upon
the recommendation of Mr. Judah. For a full description of the
line thus adopted, its advantages over others, and the various
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surveys and reconnoissances made by this Company, we refer
you to the reports made by Mr. Judah, October 1, 1861, October
22, 1862 (bound in one pamphlet), and July, 1863 ; also the re-
port of our present Acting Chief Engineer, S. S. Montague, Esq.,
made October 6, 1864, copies of which accompany this commu-
nication. '

In the first report Mr. Judah states, that these surveys and
examinations resulted in “developing a line with lighter grades,
less distance, and encountering fewer obstacles than found wupon any
other route or line hitherto examined across the Sierra Nevada moun-
tains, and proving by actual survey that the difficulties and formid-
able features of this range can be successfully overcome for railroad
purposes.” On pages 10 and 11 he sums up the prominent fea-
tures and advantages of the line.

In connection with this subject of the location of the line of
the Pacific Railroad, we will state that no final selection was
made by the Company, until after the passage of the Pacific
Railroad Act by Congress, which was approved July 1, 1862,
and after Mr. Judah’s return from Washington. By the 9th Sec-
tion of that Act,this Company was required to file its acceptance
of its provisions within six months after its passage, and by the
10th Section to complete 50 miles of its railroad within two years
thereafter. When it is remembered that all the iron, rolling
stock and other railroad material had to be ordered and manu-
factured in a distant market, requiring months of time, and then
transported thousands of miles, running the gauntlet of the rebel
pirates, taking an average of eight months additional in the pas-
sage, and that the first 50 miles carried the road far into the
mountains, and included some of the heaviest and most expen-
sive grading on the whole line, it will be seen that the Company
were compelled to commence work as soon as possible, having
no time to spare in making new surveys. But in order to give
this question of routes as full consideration, and obtain all the
light possible, a notice was published in the Sacramento Union
for about eight weeks, of which the following is a copy :

‘ PACIFIC RATLROAD NOTICE.

“The Central Pacific Railroad Company of California, desir-
ous of obtaining full information with regard to routes across and
passes through the Sierra Nevada mountains, will receive in-
formation and give due consideration to the merits of routes
other than that surveyed by them ; provided, that proper sur-
veys or reconnoissances are made of such routes, in the usual
manner by competent engineers, and furnished to them before

the first day of October, 1862.
LELAND STANFORD,
: President.
Marx Hopkins,
Dated Sacramento, Aug. 22, 1862. Secretary.”
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Letters were also written to parties interested in several
routes, and especially that by way of Placerville. Persons in-
terested in that line promised to furnish the Company with full
information respecting it, but never did so. From our own
knowledge of the roads and the mountairs between Placerville
and Carson City, we were confident that a railroad could not be
constructed on that line, within thé time required by the Act of
Congress, or at any reasonable outlay of money, and we pre-
sumed that the citizens of Placerville had become satisfied of
these facts, from the examinations made by them, and therefore
deemed it unnecessary to report the result to this Company.
‘We were further confirmed in this, by the appearance afterwards
of a report of an alleged survey over Johnson’s Pass, which
showed that it would be necessary to construct a tunnel through
the granite rock at the Summit 3§ miles in length, a work
which would require at least fifteen years of time and an expen-
diture of $10,000,000 to complete. ,

Further information upon this question of routes, has only
served to convince us of the wisdom and correctness of the se-
lection made. Our only object has been to select the cheapest,
most direct, and most practicable line for this great national
highway, and if that by way of Placerville had possessed even
equal advantages with the one by way of Dutech Flat and Don-
ner Lake, it would have received the preference, because it was
at that time the route principally traveled, and its selection
would have secured the support, instead of hostility, of the en-
terprising citizens of El Dorado county, already fully alive to
the importance of railroads, and with whom we had had inti-
mate business relations. But cost and facility of construction
were necessarily overruling considerationsin determining so im-
portant a matter.

We regret that the selection made, injuriously affected the
interests of some other railroads, wagon roads and stage lines,
already established and in successful operation. The opening
of a new and better route necessarily affected them. The re-
sult has been a bitter and vindictive opposition from these in-
terested parties, and which we fear is .now being brought to
bear upon the Legislature and people of Nevada, to delay the
progress of a work which has already interfered with their pro-
fits, in the reduction of fares and freights over -the mountains.
Still what they have thus failed to realize has been a great gain
to Nevada. But thisresult could not have been avoided by us
even if we had desired to. It is necessarily incident to the con-
struction of the Pacific Railroad.






