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GOLDEN P KE

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION COMMISSION

“What is past is prologue. . . .”

Shakespeare’s words epitomize the spirit of the nation’s railroads as they
look to the challenges of the future while celebrating the centennial of an
ﬁghievement that still stands as one of the great milestones in American

istory.

That event was the completion of the first transcontinental railway system
with the Driving of the Golden Spike at Promontory, Utah, on May 10, 1869.
It was hailed at the time as an impossible dream come true. And, indeed,
it was.

Its significance was summarized by the late President John F. Kennedy
when he said:

“We need not read deeply into the history of the United States to become
aware of the great and vital role which the railroads have played in the
opening up and developing of this great nation. As our frontier moved
westward, it was the railroads that bore the great tide of America to areas
of new opportunities and new hopes.”

The railroad industry is justly proud of its past and its contribution to
the growth, development and economic might of America. But, again, what’s
past is prologue.

Railroadmen see vast changes occurring in their industry. Today —a
hundred years from Promontory — the Iron Horse has lost most of his passen-
ger train glamour. But he’s still the workhorse of the transportation stable,
hauling almost as much freight as all the newer modes combined. New all-time
freight records in 1968 are a significant keynote to the future in railroading.

Railroadmen accept this as an inevitable by-product of transportation
progress. They know they can no more compete with jet aircraft for cross-
country travel than the stagecoach of yesteryear could compete with the
railroads.

So, while they cherish the past with re-enactment of the Golden Spike
ceremonies and dedication of the track-linking site as a National Historic
Shrine, they look to the future with confidence, enthusiasm and an arsenal
of electronic equipment and computerized concepts of operation right in step
with the Space Age.

They’re familiar with predictions that our population will reach 300
million in one more generation. They know what this means in terms of
production and transportation needs. They know the scope of the job ahead.
And they’re getting ready for it.

It’s challenges like these that fire the excitement of railroadmen as they
look forward to the next hundred years from the vantage point of historic

Promontory.

Chairman
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WHEREAS, May 10, 1869, represents to every American
‘the historic climax in a long struggle to bind together this
nation with the iron rails which reached from ocean to ocean;
and

WHEREAS, May 10, 1869, stands as a tribute to those
men of vision who foresaw the greatness of an empire which
should stretch from coast to coast, bound together not only with
iron rails, but also with common interests in trade and communi-
cations; and

WHEREAS, May 10, 1869, serves as a reminder to all
citizens of this nation of the singular achievement of those
laborers of the past who survived the heat of the desert, the
cold of the mountains, and untold problems to make possible for
the first time a transcontinental railroad in America:

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Calvin L. Rampton, Governor of the
State of Utah, do hereby officially proclaim the Year May 9, 1968,
to May 10, 1969, as

GOLDEN SPIKE CENTENNIAL YEAR

in Utah, and urge all citizens to join with me in this observance.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have
hereunto set my hand and
caused to be affixed the
Great Seal of the State of
Utah. Done at the State
Capitol in Salt Lake City,

18) 9th day of May,







